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INTRODUCTION

Now is the time for CLASS
WAR'’s theoretical magazine to
come into its own - we have a
bigger, better and more
successful paper, and more in-
terest in CLASS WAR than
ever before. Here is the more
in-depth politics and analysis to
back up CLASS WAR, the
paper.

With CLASS WAR as a pop-
ulist newspaper, the HEAVY
STUFF stands alongside as a
magazine for people who want
to read more.

In this issue, as we head into
the 1990’s with talk of a Labour
Party election victory, John
Casey looks back at the Seven-
ties and remembers the last La-
bour Government.

After 10 years of Thatcher
telling us that class doesn’t
exist, or that we’re all middie
class, we begin a series on class
analysis with Sean Reilly’s look
at the middle class. More to fol-
low in future issues......

Glyn Rhys examines the les-
sons the whole working class
can learn from the experiences
in the No-Go Zones of Northem
Ireland, while Sally Starkey
looks at Feminists and Femi-
nism and asks if there’s a dif-
ference!

And at the end of a decade of
Tory rule, Geoffrey Fox high-
lights the developments that
may be in store for our class.

Read on........
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OBJECTIVES

This is to present o survey of
£he midgdle clies thot Is usefd] to
Hoss who dont to understend
the workings of the class system
i this country. There will be two
oiher ortictes dealing with the
rast of the British closs system
nomely the working class ond the
rullng class.

This orticle Is just one port of a
soclel  survey, it does not
pretend to be a blueprint for a
revaistion, naither [i=] it
suggesting thot ths working
class does not exist oy more - i
will not gide with the wvarious
Harxists exewplified by
the likes of "Morxism Todoy" who
procloim that the worldng closs
is finished, Mdke no mistcke, the
working class. IS here ofl around
you ond will not go away until
Copitalism Is
destrayed. Indead, they dare the
only class capoble of doing this.

WHY?

.. Ona of the reasons for the
failwre of the British Left Is
their inability to understond the
nature and functions of the
middle closs G @ clogs within
Capttalisn. . faet meny of them
foil to sso them as a distihwt
class at dll, or ¥ they do the!x

their relctions to the working
clugs, (this no doubt bhas
something to do with the vast
mojority of the left being
composed of middle closs people).
| hope to show heire that the
middle class have certain
functions ond self interests thot
set them apcrt from the working
class ond from the rullng closs in
the dav to day vuwing of
Copitolism.

The wmiddle closs are ot
important from o revolutionory
polrt of view sxcept in so for as
thay hinder the working class
from becoming o revolutionory
closs. This clone is o good
anough reduson to write cbhout
them, but | do hove other
rEUSONS.

| hovae met mony peopls both
within crnd outside of Class Wor
who thave confused notions
cbout class In genercl ond the
widdle class In pacticulor, ohe
group  évan come to  the
conclusion thot the ruling closs
had ceased to exist and that the
middls cliss wos now 'the enamy’,
this led to the most stupid
romantic notions  obout the
working closs ond G sort of
Pol-Pot  atiitutde towards the
middle clags in general.

caempletely.

‘The letigth of this orticle Is o
mecsure of the confusion | hove
met with on this subject
troughout dhe Left ond
Anorchist wmovement in this
country.

The rext orticle will be on the
working class - the really
importent closs in society. in
that geticle | will have a go at
outlining my points of agreemant
with ¥ Korl Morx ad my
differences.

IMPORTANT CLASS HEALTH NOTE

This orticke axcmines the
functlon ond role of the niddle
class cnd its varicus

history of producing courageous
fighters ogoinst Ceopltalism. In
any revolution the middle closs
spiits aixd poart of it sides with

LR

e working class, st as the
working class splits ond parts of
it side with the Bosses.

KICKING OFF

The wmiddle clase ordd other
clesses oon only be Understood
cng exploined within the context
of Copitgllsm ond its clags
soclety. Teying to  understund
them in ony other woy just leads
to confuglon. L
THE FUNCTION OF THE
MIDDLE CLASS

The point fw trying to moke here
s that the -widdle cluss o
class, and not as individials has
a certalin fenction  to perform
within present day Copltalisn,
That function Is outiined os
follows:

#''Between the ruling class and
the working clagae stands the
middle class whoss job g to
manage us in the intevests of
the ruling class. They.do thia by
‘maintaining the values of
Capitalism. one of the crucial
jobs of the middle class is to
keep us divided as a class",

"Inside Out” Ewon Riley.

There Is obviously more to the
middie cluss. thon this ond | would
list thelr dther main functions as
follows: ‘

o, To resesrch the verlous
passibllities that flle bafore
Caplitaiise, They are
responsible For the
continuation of “culture"
from pop music end foshion
to L MeMSpOUpSFS el
phliosophy.

#2. They supply .the technicol
skills - necagaory for
Copltalism to finction and
sviive eg sclence ond
politico] deas.

¢3. Another molh function is to -
act.:as the ‘conscience’ of
Copltalism  This: is. possible
skills ghve them ctcess. to
onlovarview of Cepltalism
maltypeople - Mhwolved  in
providing  religion.  which
nvalves moral Ratgewent.

o4, Anothsr cruckd. job Is to
monftor  the mmtg of

These ore  the  crucisl
choracteristics of  the widdio
cioms ond Wil be wETorvad Bock

to os this orticle progresses.
* page 2
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A LITTLE HISTORY
THE PRE-CAPITALIST MIDDLE GLASS

Even under feuddlism there was a
clgss of people who could be:
identified as middle closs. They
wera o very small but importont
qroRip comprised  of the
adminstrators, moragers,
scholers etc. ond ware often
drowns from the ranks of the
church. In the Middie Ages as the
merchont closs esponded into the
forérunners of the Bourgeoisie
they required more people to be
monogers, keep records ond
investigote technicaol problems of
production. In other words they
needed more pecple to carry out
the tasks ossocioted with the
middle closs todoy. As Copitolism
hos mdvenced ongd become wore
complex 1t has required a lorger
middie cloas.

THE WDOLE CLASS
UNDER CAPITALISM

Back In the 18th ond 19th
centurles ot the stort of
Capitalism, in the words of Marx,
there were two great ciosses in
soclety thaot stood opposed to
egeh other and often come into
viglant conflict. On one side the
Proletoriat or working class, the
vast mojority, who have nothing

put thelr idiour power and who
fived In pretty dire poverty after
having been forced out of the
countryside in the 18th Century
into the growing industrial
towns. On the otherside the
bourgeolsie or ruling class, who
awrned the "means of production
o distribution” in society - the
factorles, mines, o, bonks ond
raliwoys. They wers a4 tiny
minority who exercised Immense
pover.

At this thne there was o third
class — the petit-bourgsoisie or
middle closs. These were the
owners of small businesses such
as shopkeepsrs and talors.,
doctors, tecchers, civil servonts,
atministrotors ond  engineers.
This cliss was bigger then the
ruling closs but stil tiny In
comporizon  with the working
clags.

These thres clusses contimie to
exist today but thelr size,
content ond relationship to each
other has ch d a fair bit
since the 19th Cenbury through
the 'diglecticol process' - o big
word for a simple ides. This Is
the to and fro of the conflict
betwesn these clusses, the closs
wor thot hos gone on stice the
stort of Copitalism. Thot these
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FORD'S FIRST PRODUCTION LINE

changes hove token place is O
foct, but much of the Marxist
left ond oncrchists carry on os
If we cre =till living in the 19th

Century,
S0 WHAT HAS CHANGED ?

e1. THE MIDDLE CLASS

The middla class hoas increased in
size o fair bit. | reckon they now
number cbout 11 wmillion or about
20% of the populction. A simple
method is used to arrive ot this
figure:

By looking ot the returns for the
faat census covering employment
ond identifying the types and
mumbers of jobs that the middle
class hold ond cakculating their
percen representation in the
working populastion as covered in
the census (Which goos from the
very top of society to the very
bottow). Thep trensioting this
ntc o percenactage of the
population o vwhote,

e2.  THE WORKING CIASS

The working class are In purely
moterial terms much better off
thon their counterports of the
19th Cerdury ond even compored
to just after the Second World
Wor. We own cars, fridges, TV's
ond live i wmuch better housing.
of cowse Morx's ondlysis Is not
demolished by this, at the end of
the day or rather the mortgage
ond  hire purchase we hove
nothing but ol ltbowr power
and when we lose that we reclly
do have nothing s the old ond
the unemployed know dquite well

These ore the two main .

in the British cioss system w0
date. These cre fggts. IF you
disogres, this Is probubly the
ploce to stop reoding.

BACK TO THE MIDDLE GLASS

where do they all come from?
This Is an uncomfortable
question for those of us vho
would like to live in a sort of
“Chas 'm Dove" wversion of
working class history. The middle
closs did not spring out of the
ground. #Most of them originally
ceme from the working closs ond
of cowse there are well
ostoblished middle class families
that go back for generctions.

As the citles grew ropidly ond
Copltalism exponded, the need
for the middie closs grew.

THE RISE OF THE MIDDLE CLASS

The middle class right from the
start were ossociated with jobs
tike momagment, research,
plenning ond  technical work as
well as teaching and religion. But
the present size of the middle
class was arrived at In two
greot steps, both associated
with charges mode in the
education system in Britain The
Education Acts of the late 19th
and early 20th centuries ylelded
a lorger middie class, But it is to
the massive axponsion of
secondory ond further educction
after Workd Wor 0 that we con
troce the blggest exponsion of

the middle closs. This wos
comected to a world wide boom
in Copitallsm that for Britien woz
port of the spolls of wor lke

teed access to certoin
markets vith little competition. o
situction that hos of cowse
changed since the ecrly 70
Buring this boom phase there
weas, believe R or not, a«
shortoge of labour in countries
fike Britain ot oit levels from the
shop floor up.

As the economy grew, the need
for middle class skills grew ond
capitalism hod to recruit direct
from the working cluss in
numbers hitherto undreamed of.
This was the period of lorge
{lrgar than before?) numbers of
working cluss people going into
further educotion including tha
glite bastions of Oxford aond
Combridge. Mew universities were
clso being built oll over the
place. The British Communist
Porty at this time was sending
its kids to grammer schools and
universities as fost as they
could in the balief thaot they
would be able to influence the
course of events (see their
“British Rood To Communism” for
thelr reasoning). hsteod as we
wnow now they only succeded in




turning out widdle class people
with o treccherous line In class
palitics ond a well twrned sense
of quitt, The mogozine “Morxdsm
Tadoy® cepresents the frults of
that generation,

HEW MARKETS = DIGGER
MIDDLE GLASS

i Britlen dwring this period,
Copltolism entered o new phase.
Sousic needs such gs  food,
clothing and shelter were within
the grasp of the working class,
as wos boslc heolth core uniike
the pericd bofors the

Workd Wor,

it Is important to note here thot
this Industric! boom was to a

lorge degree linked to the more!

intense exploitotion of people
and resources in the third world,
a pottern which hos continued
ond Intensified to the present

day.

The post wor industrial boom
required even more mididle class:
peopla to fulfil thelr troditional
jobs, os has been pointed out
earlier - Mew jobs comnected to
the new problems thot Capitaliom
was facing. Put simply, this wos
the need to Tind new morkets to
Invest the mossive Copital
accumuloted during the wor.

Thase new morkets fell into two
leinds:

2l. The third worki to where
monufactured goods wera sold,
the massive expansion of

progucts

rodios and Coca Cola into the
poorsst ports of Africa for
instonce, s o classic example.

#2, The so-called first world, in
countries like Britoln where
entirely new markets were found
by either Identifying new needs
or crecting them In the
population. in effect the minds
and bodies of ths populction
become the new morkets. Here's a
ghort list of the new markets
that opened to Copitalism in the
50's in Britain, TV's, cors, fridges,
Internal bothrooms, pop music,
tesn culture, fashion and so on.

This grect boom needed o much
lerger middle closs thon ever
bafore, especiolly in the filelds of

plonning @nd  research oS
Caplitalism became more
orgonised.

Another reaoson for the growth
of the middle cluss wcs the
groving terdency Tor countries

like Britaln to act a5
cdninistrative, plonning ond
reseoarch  centras for the

exmonding “olobel economy” that
is tied to no partlouler country,
but. invariobly boses itselfl In the
old colonlal countries.

THE PRESENT

So, thizs roughly beings us up te
the presant. We hove ¢ middie
closs that Iz lorger ond perhops
more  infiventiol thon ever
bafore. But this is precisely at o
time when Copitalies is  going
twough o wmojor reorgonisation
aond In the ‘first world like
Britoin no longer requires as
meny  widdle closs Tor the
monufacturing  industries which

vera being moved to other parts
of the global economy. The
traditionat  priviteges of the
middle closs are no  longer
guorantesd, Golng to college Is
not !

They have to compete for whot
Is availeble. Al but the most
wecithy are affected by this. But
before wa gat Into the present
stote of the middie class, lets
look ot what it is like to be
middle class.

THE EXPERT OPINION OF
THE MIDDLE CLASS

This is probobly o good ploce to
see whot an expert on the middle
closs has to soy cbout thelr
position in the closs struggle.

@ _the working class stands to
gain most by a decent
regonstruction of society. Unlike
other classes or categories, (Lhe
middle class), it can't be
permanently bribed.. the
struggle is aginst the lords of
property and their hired liars
and bBumsuckers."

"Honitige To Catclonia”,
Gzorge Qrwell

THOSE WHO ARE BORN
T0 'GREATHESS'

It's easler to beght with those
btrn Into ithe  ¢jgss ke the
children of soelol  worliers,
doctors ond businessmen. They
have numercus odvantoges over
he working cloes - better diet,
better heotth cdre, betier

aducation, ‘the canfldence thal is
mplontad. Iy them ;i order that
they con order tthers. cround, &
wide renge’ of contgcls in their
ovn ckiss that poys off mh loter
life, the right oaccent. to gain
respect aind- lenfency from the
police ond courts;: the knowledge
of how to use 'the gystem’ -
after all it is thel cluss which
rus  the. whole show. for the
ruling closs, ond lest but not
legst wonoy In the form of
Inherited wealth o on income
thot is, zay. 3 or.4 time higher
then the average woge. -
it is. a common mistole. anongst
lafties, especialty. the
working closs  bockround o fo
cissime that the middie closs: are
ali iy livered cowards (Gt
soma - gre,  ew dy  the
“oiternative” middie! ckiss - S2e
lokerd. But raality ‘s
unfortunctely dlﬁergg!t. 'Tm
vpbringing of the middle clgss
givasn%:mm hot ooty gonfidence
distinguishing feutwre  Of  the
migdie  closs  childhood _ crd
aducation: - Is e brutaliby
wolved,  both . physical  and
psychalogical. - This - brutilisation
process s necessary o prodijcs
the  loders thot - Copitolism
recquirgs. Becouse  they oie
required to  toke  unpleasent
They cot as the hit-men of #f
ruling closs like the officer corps
higher

awners ste. S, o sas  this
sector of the wlddle Gloss e
‘soft’ is foolish In the sxhesme,
ey e wmeon nosty bostords::
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THOSE WHO ACHEIVE
"GHEATNESS'

sS4l for working class people
progress up the class system
: ra_mw than birth. This

, ,;,/f

has been described earlter. The
and

words ‘meritocrot’

‘meritocracy’ oare used to
describe the process by the
‘oxperts’. Education, hard work
ond judicious arse licking are the
maln methods used by this group.

Common itions  for such
people are teachers, middle
moricigenen losmen, scientists,

50
nalneers  and of couwrse social
workers etc, Once they have
ontored this closs they tend to
aodopt Hs  valves with «
fierceness thot often upsets the
‘estoblished wmiddle class'. This
graup wili often hang on to their
privileges  tencicusly, knowing
whot owaits them If they slide
bock down the social scale. Again
it = o mistcke to see them as
'soft'. To get where they are
they often have to their
accents, disown thek fomilies ond
go through grect hardship ond
stress.

One importont point that needs
to be made here Is thot money is
not the sole distinguishing
feature of the middle closs. Some
working cluss jobs poy more than
their middle class moncgers. |
word sCly the maiin
characteristics are otiltudes
ond  pawer {8, control ond
influence over others - see the
supmary ot the end of the
orticle.

BACK TO THE PRESENT

To retisrn to the present state
of the wmiddle cless, | mentioned
ooriicr thot the economic decline
In the UK ecopomy wos affecting
them os much os the working
ciome, This hod =ome surlous
affects, Thotcherism represents
axtrome middle closs volues ond
har oppect is to that clwws ond
the section of the working clos
who aspire to those values. Yet
It is Thotchers policies thoat hove
shaken uwp the middie class the
most. The words ‘competition’ ond
‘sntorprise’ were once dirty
words to much of the wmiddle
clows, but cre now the guiding
princlples of all middle class
oxiztence. These volves ore
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those of the young aspiring
middle cigss who are fed up with
the oid fogey one nation Torles
of the 50's ond 60's. The radical
ond extteme notire of these
ideas are best sumtied up by o©
recent guote by Thotcher.

®"There is no such thing
soclaty, Just individucls  and
fomllies."

This chenge In the middle closs
outlook ond  position  helps
explain recent changes in middle
days of: living out in the country,
the ng middle closs wont to
be in the cities where the cction
fs, wiers the work is, where the
posgibity of success Is. Gone
are the doys of only daing
certain kinds of work., As work
itself ]

hove t{ended to drift  into
raditionclly working class jobs In
significent numbers. This is
becausa in pure Copitalist terms,
there Is on over supply of middie
clauss f»éople ct the moment,
wileh 15 why the Toaries are
maving to restrict the numbers
of working class enterlng further
aducation, by introducing
student loons ond by cutting
back on stote secondory schools.
The new ond old middle ciass are
moving to protect their position

o

and e
nevcomears,
always room for the odd wide boy
and girl

This more odventurous attitude

closing ronks to
aithough there is

has given rise to the
phenomenon of gentrification in
Inner city areas. This happens
mainly  In the South. Until
recently, booming property prices
can mesan that run down Inner
city housing is o monsy spinner
for young middle class pesople ot
the stort of thelr coreers. Thay
spot o "gquaint' area, do o house
up and flog It for maybe twice
what they bought it for to
another yuppls whe wonts to live
In thot gree beccuse thot Is
where the trendy young things
now five,

This is how gentrification works.
The profits for the ‘pioneers’
con be hordsame and some middle
closs pedple moke o full time job
out ot it Essentially.
gentrification is property
specultition wropped up in a lot
of bulishit.

The effect that gentrification
s on working class communites
con ba droastic. ih the country,

viliages ore token over ond
lueals are priced out, while Inner
city oreas ore turned upside
down B the dockside
devolopments In London's Eost
End ond elsevhere round the

. it eould be argued that
gentrification has done more to
‘pacify’ inner city oreas like St
Peils in Bristol ond Brixton in
London than the police have ever
achieved, these creas ore now
deserbed by local estate ogents
s "up ond coning areas".

THE ALTERNATIVE MIDDLE CLASS

This Is on Importont ond often
confusing port of the middle
class. They need to be dealt with
thoroughly ond thoat Is what |
Intend to do here.

In order to understand this
group it is essentiol to have
grosped the points mode cbout
the midde closs so for ond
summorised ot the begirning of
this crticle os the ‘functions of
the middle closs', Some sections
of the aliternotive middie class
might be without woney but
monay Is not only whot being
middie class Is all cbout.

The Alternctive Middle Closs are
those members of the middle
cliss who appecr to be opposed
to some or all of present
Capitalist society. Of course this
is not really the case. What they
cre really about is described weli
below:

@A port of the bourgeoisle is
desirous of redressing social
grievances, In order to secure
the continued existence of

bourgeols saclety”.

The Manifesto Of The Communist

Porty (1848).
el Micwre,

The old fucker wasn't atwoys
wrong.

Some excmpies of this sort of
‘opposition  activity' ore  CHD,

politics, feminism, onimal
rights, lifestyles such as bock to
the lomd hippies, Inner city
bohemicns or posers oand of
course the various left-wing
poltical partles.

Let's take. the more ‘respectable’
single Issue politics such as CHD
or Grean .Politics. The peepls
involved ‘in these are concerned
obaut these issues begpuse they
are literdlly the only. thing which
threatens to fuck up their lives.




Enviromental or ucteor
disosters con really ruin o nice
cosy middle closs fife. These
peopls have the education to
oppreciote the vorious concepts
oi issue. This Is also o good
gxtmple of the widdle closs
acting o5 unpold researchers to
chzva ‘nicer’ foras of
Cépltalisin, For excwmple, look ot
the huge omounts of eesecrch
thet suth growps put inte
nicledr  power-plont  enquiries.
Qbvieusly Copltalism dnd closs
soclely ore not on issue for
these poopls, The = Ffuture
develcpment of the sotiety that
gove them thel privileges s
owever.

@"At. this moment, capital is
obvicusly  testing out two

le futilies: @ risky. capital
intensive nuclear version and a
lahour intensive, low energy
varsion. Neither is very tempting
though there will always be,
after the priority iz set. =&
combination of both. The choice
we are offered is one between
cancer and misery".

"Strengs Yictories".
Elephont Editicns.

k's interesting that the Greens
moke no fuss obout the foct
‘that the coal Industry worldeide
still kills 10,000 people o yeowr iIn
extracting cool, 50 in Brition lost
year. COr thot every yeor in
Britien 500 peopls dis of
pneuvmoconiosis controcted In the
minas.

This sort of politicol activity
also represents the middle closs
cicting the 'conscience’ of
Copitolism. Groups such oS
Amnesty Internotional and Animal
Rights represent this ‘high moral
ground thot the middle class try
to copture for themselves the
fatter probobly being the more
extreme In this regord. One thing
thot ssems to unite these
grougs s thelr ottitude to the
working cluss, Beccusa thay toke
little or no Interest In these
single Issus  polltics they ore
wirikten ofFf as stupld or
"Insansitive’.

THE WORKING CLASS
AND SINGLE ISSUE POLITICS

The foct Is, that for the work
cinss such issues beor little
relavance to their dolly fHves
vitgres thay dre mnuch oors
pre-occupied with more prassing
problems ke getiing or kesping
tald of o job. low pay. finding ©
ploce to ilve ond generally trying
o moke the best of life within o
piratly urpleasont soclety not of
thel woldng. v foct I what
spore time working cluss people
go hove they ore torgets for
the most Intense

through tha madic ond
advertising.

But these small detoils don't
stop the middles closs politicos of
various  single  issue  groups
holding  the working closs
rasponsible for some of the
worst excesses of Copitolism,
from poliution to oppression of
wamen, when in fact membars of
thalr own cioss (the middle closs)
cro far wore responsible.

FERINISE

Fewinlsm is importont enocugh to
merit seperate tregtment, OF
course what we ore toldng
chout here is middle class
faminism. This is concerned solely
with the lberation of widdle
closs  women within Copliclist
soclety. The re-tmergencs of

‘womers’ politics In the 'BO's

promised greot things, but i
guickly become cleor thot the
moln cblective was to open wpo
the coreer opportunities for
aikidle closs women cmongst thelr
wole peers. Comstlousnass roising
aryl dssertiveness tralning wvere
the necesscry . tools o
averthrow the hold of wmole
competitors within the
‘oiternotive’ widdle closs where
the feninist movement storied
o still exists  teodoy.  The
results of the ‘Faminist
ravolution’ con be seen in lower
ond middle monogemsnt of &wny
firms ond  Institutions  where
middle closs women cre in the
wojority.

Of cowrse the vost buk of
Moriting  closs  women  Wers
urtouched by feminism but hove
hod to continue to fight In thelr
oun way cgoinst Copitalism gnd a
saxlat Histery overlooks
the cchlevments of middle closs
women, os feminists never tire of
tolling us. Their ‘movement’
turn "overlocks’ the struggles of
working closs women who ore for
more militent and ongry. the
working closs leshions, the
warking closs wamen who bect up
violent husbends with thel
mates, the women who bring up
kids on their own in shitty
councll estotes thot the middie
class con't even Imcging, the
raped and cbused wvomen who
don't hove the odventages of
‘sisterly support' who carry on
ong Fight bock, the women who
stend up ot work when the ‘men
cre busy kisslng the bosses arse.
These orz our fewinists. | inow
which | prefor - do you?

Fominlsm s the ultimots proof’
that single issue polities not
finked to cluss cre recctionomy.
On one el ithas
‘professionclization” of Teniniam
hos aoctually recduced things ke
rope crisis centres from being
epen  vound the clock with
vokmtaers In the 70's to @ 2
howr o say savice in the ‘G0's
sterffed by profsssioncls with ©
“proper coErear structura”
weuelly  lustified by o howy
soclolism  thot stops at  soif
interest.

Feminlsts cre now picking up the
ruling closs prepogende  ond
sticking 1B down working class
womens throuts, morvicge is In,
chertion is out, enterprise ond
conpetition arg the wotchwords.,

The ‘movemsnt' is now an integral
port of Copltolisn and twedtens
rnohady  exacept the  working
closs, Middle closs feminists ore
culte litsrolly ocbstructing the
way for working closs wonen. Why
showld ws ba grateful for the
crumbs from thelr tebles in the
form of the odd bottered wives
refuge? The messags from




working closs women is simple:
"Got ot of our fucking woyl”

Any woy, thots erocugh on
faminlsm for now, but remember,
we'll be boclkd Thonks to the
viglionte sisters for help here,
#orog ond Meghli.

LEFT-WING POLITICAL PARTIES

The Yast molorily are run by
middle class peopls with the
oxcaptions of Militant who hove
o good bose In the working closs
and the old Communist Porty who
e ta. Undarneoth the
revolutionary rhetoric lies the
some  old widdie closs volues.
They see themselevs as the
‘monogers’ of the fulure
ravolutiion. Thelr role Is to
educote the mosses (while
strengthening their holkd on
traditional privileges). They hold
out the offer of the Communist
poradise but neglect to  fully.
expioin  thot the ‘Intervening
period will entoil thel party
teddng  contrnl of the stote
opporatus for owr own food In
othdr words oll the widdle class
politlons cre guororteed cosy
lotis &5 commizssors In the new
obite, dnd of course there wihil
ke plenty of room for working
closs: recrulls o the new middle
elggs - Stolin wos o good 'of
warking class boy! This is whare
oll the Borxst-Leninist porties
tecicd to ot the end of the day -
Stite  Capltaliem. M. Borx
definotely got it wrong thers!

Durlng the '84/85 mingrs strike o
miner on picket duty removked to
e thiit be was siol o death of
loftles odming out to tell the
mihers whot to do

o They want wus to Tight the
ravolistion for them so that they
oo toke over.

Thost just chout sums It up.
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LIFESTYLE POLITICS

So, an to iifestyle pofitics of the
‘aiternative’ middle closs. The
origins of this lle back with the
bohemions of the 19th Century

the romontic poets. The
varicus rodical' lifestyles grew
olongside the middle closs In the
%0's and the sorly 70's.

REBELS WITHOUT A CAUSE

The vorigus ‘'lifestyles’ usually
co-exist with single issue ord
lefty politiecs in o sort of
‘alternative’ ghetto.

The rools of this movemeni ore
based in o rebolion ogainst
middle close values, The offspring

of the middle cluss ore rightly

dispusted with themselves and
their fomiliss. Unfortunately they
don't do anwthing userul with
thelr roge. nstecd they expend
thelr energles on coreating o
lifestvie within Copltalism thot
lets them live out thelr Tontasies
o mived up bourgeols Idecs,
thelr mothers ond fothers call
then orop outs. Amongst the
vorious Wifestyles ore the bock
to ithe iord hippy. mystic
fombvisks, lofty politicos and
Inner city posers.

HIPPIES

The bock to lond hippy often.

adopits vorious mild single single
Issue politics such as Teminlsm
ond gresn politics os well as
'‘personal | growth' | theraples.
Often they come from o very wall
educated backround. Appecring
to rebel they ore In foct quistly
corrying out thelr middle cluss
sk of trying to  Improve
Copitmticm,

2"Caplaliem hos clways  hod
problems In controlfing Its
Intellsctun! ichow foree, mainly
bectma the profit returns ore
Indirect and siow, particularly for

disciplines fike philpsophy,
terature ond ort. The looss te
between intellectual work ond
copltal doss not lmply thot i
stonds outside of Caplialism,
There Is no such thing as
‘outside of Copitallse’ In o
Capitalist soclety: From o long
tertm perspective, the 'bock to
the lond' intellectuals care just
testing ot new  Copltolist
possibilitles  of dedling with
cartaln  problems of  cheop
production.”

Strange Victories,

Thay cre being quite successful
too. Leock at the fallowing
atditions to mainstrecn.
Capitalist seciety that hove come
from this port of the aiddle
clogs:  Windmills  for  power
genaration, ergonic food,
vegotorlon food In Tesco's cnd
citerpnative theropies in concer
treatment cend lost but not least
‘alternative’ methods of
moncgment, for example 1BWM and
Yolvo ore usihg ‘cutonomous
work groups {see the mogozine
"Spfidority’’ for on excminotion
af tha ‘enarchisation’ of
Copitolism). Obwviously some of
these are beneficlal but none of
it changses anyvthing radicolly for
us,

INNER CITY POSERS
(or mucho hipples)

Tie e oity posers ore
interasting, AL thelr most
oxtreme, thoy often oot os the
shock trogps of gentrificetion,
ssunlly tokidg the heovier drugs,
dressing wp in rogs o Some
wherd cliche of the worling class
- blg hoots, dirty clothes, tatcas
ate. Thelr behoviowr is also O
poredy of the working clss -
lots of shouting and suweoring.
The «lm of this behoviowr i3 to
meke sure thot they mre lafl
clome, «a. well thought out
strotegy. As o vule tha more
divty and scruffy these people




are. the richer their fomily
bockround.

A fovourite hount of such psople
are inner city areas particularly
near or in block areas, there Is
usuolly @ supply of enpty houses
to squet, police activity is lower
here oand the block community
hove encugh broblems on their
piote without bothering with the
dregs of the middle closs. Thay
cre most numerous in the South
as this the closest to their well
off fomilles.

Why should the children of the
middle cand upper closs do this?
As 1 remcrked earlier the main
motivation is self disgust. A
block plosterer from St Pauls In
Bristol wha | used to work with,
talking of them put it batter.

#"They don't seem to lilke who
they are, so they Uy to be
someone else’.

Self-destruction is all too often
the end result of this lifestyle.

Unfortunotely thelr  rebellion
aguoinst  their boackround does
rot challenge the Ideas ond
values of thelr closs, The vost
majority of this group either
consider the working closs as
stupid or hove the most nalve
ggd sentimantal  Ideas cbout
M.

The convoy wre the moblle
equivalent of the Inner city
posers they ore usudlly better
off ond more sussed, beloved of
the wmiddle class liberals who
whire on obout how grect it is
to liva ‘outside the system', the
foct Is thal most of them cre
alther well off or are Involved in
‘gitarnative’ forms of Capitalism.

These lifestyles do not represent
a challenga to Capltolism nstecd
they represent a way of coming
to terms with it

‘ANARCHISTS'

Here is the ploce to tolk cbout
the British Anarchist movemsnt,
ot the crse-end of the lifestvie
section. 1t is a very middle cioss
movemant dedicoted to
intividualist, ideass ond is really o
set of single issue politics within
o generai lifastyle thot con be
called drop-out. Closs gpolitics
appear as just another item on
the 'cnorchist political shopping
fist. The origihal anarchist
politics have beesn distorted ond
mode Into a sick joke. There are
some small onarchist  class
struggle orgonisations who do
not  oppeor  to see the
recctionary nobwe of the
‘movement' they are operating in

An excmple of this recctonory
noture was d recent 'enarchist
-feminist’ conference In my port
of town - held in .a blook
community centre. Thase “flowers
of the bourgeonisie' trashed the
pluce, stole the kitchen
equfpment. and left the bullding
50 fithy and infested with fizas
thut Rentokil hod to be called in
to ¢lean the ploce out

These care the sort of mcmmw\ \

why Cless Wor hos Kicked the
British Anocrchlst asowement inbo
touch, Seems folr enough to el

THE WORKING CLASS IN THE
ALTERMATIVE SCENE

We should have o brief look ot
the working class people whe
become involved n the
aciternctive middie closs. Thay
hecome otitrocted o voriods

appear 0 be ‘doing something.
For instonce, for the youth who
or lefty porties. morclism plovs o
lerge port here porticulorly in
the formar. Another recson why

working closs people get involied
in things like hippy lifestyle is o
desire to belong to something, to
get out of their unplsosent ife
- t bhove met o mumber of
ex~soldiers wiho hove endad wup' in
this svene attracted by pocifisn
after belng sickenad by the kilfing
they hove been Wwolved with In
places ke Northern relond, Aden
cd Blafra, These ora the only
pacifists | hove ony thke for, and
it's nteresting thot they express
ron-peclfist  emotions  towords
the ruling clos=.

The alternative widdle class
forms ona of the condulls by
which working closs people con
ge up In the world Here they
focrn  the skills ond tricks
necessary to move on up. The
hippy flifestyle ond onerchist
seone aore porticulorly goed ot
this.

of course working class
involvement in the olternative
middle closs con end in tears.
‘the burnt out ownies who hove
besn discorded by lefty parties
for instance, the vouth who ore
reveolted by the excesses of the
hipples ond ‘onoirchists’ try to
get back to @ vision of the
working cluss that never reclly

axisted and are doomed to live in.

limbo for ever. Others end up as
class ‘mutents' with o foot In
each ¢lges, mentel llness con
result from the stress that this
genercteg: Some see through the
citernotive lllusion and just get
on with living, turning thelr boack
on the scens.

SUMNMARY

So thots the middle closs. They
cre more than just  the
dogsbodies of the ruling cioss,
they halp guide the development
of Copitalism ond lock. Into. the
futige - possibiities, They ove
cruclal ‘to the runnlng of the
atvonved ' Copltalist  sconomies
{ike = Britoin's. Sometimes thay

copie Into  conflet  with the

bosses but sssentieilly they ore
on the same side.

From ouwr point of view, their
most mportent role is to contog)
us, to persuade us thot ‘the
present stote of offdirs s
permemiant, thot we  con  only

things es long as we work
within the limits {hay sot whathsp
they be Porlicmentdry or potiist

tast or within "the: porty”, -

Thelr Job of cutting ond

° page 8

\

4

\'l

¥



fe-writing  history os well os
! the mermnnencv
 valles, flw.

dolng thls thrm “the meadia,
cedvertising ond e cestion shows
just how, mrmemm they think we
are, They ond thelr masters
reqlise Mw Important. it Is" to
kaap t&m Frassurs on uB scrawed

ty of ‘ﬂié society e
1 I dolly bacomss more
and mwe dlfﬂcult fm.‘f . them to

|

; ‘ng clués ‘people start
question things, . the whole

focode fends to'crumble Intolan

avalenche of closs dhger, This

explodns. . the enormous’ efforts

that ‘are m]nde %:k lwtop working

‘the ruling
- siomething
that they mra vell avicire: of,

FIGHTING BACK

In the winers and other recent
strikes like the printers ot
Wapping, the chonge that come
over -the communltias involved
wos - ropid ond for recching;
ismues like the position of women

ond the use of vollence against

the pollde. were béing discussed,
These sections of the woairking
clkass. were overcorie by being
seperdted from the regt of their
class - the moin means used to
achieve . this . were the military
methods of the police and the
complate control ond’ censorship
of thix mgdia. The power of the

wedlo, was  Hustroted to the

miters when they Tound thot
same of . their childrén who were

i) the news oh TY were
that their fathers

‘ﬂwm. mpor
ovarcuming the -iddle class vigw
of the mwld was: md is cruciﬂl

ugulm*:» b preva
ideus ﬁtha heden

They reulised that the‘/ Heid to
pull off propaganda stunts for
tha morale of thelr own
communities and to try too get a
message across to the rest of

thelr closs occross the divide
crevted bv ruling class

nmpcxgqmﬂu. T OfF  courgs. after
sieh epic. & gles as thcme of
tha - miners the ‘countiess

others .we .never even hﬂor
chout, the tendoncy s for the

hegemony to re-assert its hold
over us, thot is until the pext
‘time. One of the centrob tasks of
Cinss Wiar. o . simller
urganisatim is to play o part

. cons u‘;tlng' a”f‘“ ‘WE

ingvitoble ond | )
o have grown up in this period
will sde  onything o else oS
ingossible. This is o huge gomb
the possibllities of o mas
class confrontation are bacoming
clearer., This hds been clegr to
the British r‘uling class ‘since at
ledst 1974. The Ingredients cre
all in place, cuts in pay, the poll
tox, rising inflation, deepening
euts in services, housing
shortages, the continuing decoy
of the manufacturing industries,
the balonca of .poyments
time-bomb, the growing regioral
and nationalist opposition. to the
rule of Weastminster, the
continuing e escalating wor In
Northern  kekind, the decline In
ravenues o5 North Sea Ol runs
out. All these point to on attack
on the working class that will
make the last 10 yvecrs look . like
‘the good old days’. The. middle
closs ore certainly going to have
to earn thelr money.

THE END

This ends my survey of the middie
class, | hope it clorifles the
position of this often confusing
clgss - in the: tm’ger gchems of
cloiss socloty in generall The reci
tost. is whath rithelpsyuuto
urclerstond: - individiials - and
tiroums Iy mm life.

Kt times ‘the power of: tha middle
tlass hegesiony seems . crushing
g unstoppubla sven:; to -old
Fonds in the class struggle. But
e renhty it'is quxta fmgﬂe

#"When I went thmugh the
factory gates;for the first time
I"had the tesling of being smail,
that this fac¢tory had been here
for ever and would continue lorg
after 1. wdsigone. Now - twenty
years later the factory is'gone
and this @site has Dbeen
landscaped it's as if . it wes
never there. MNow I..gee that
thirige can d¢hange  and .quickly
teo, 1 don't feel small anymor ",

A Worker, Briﬁtnl 193&

SEAN REILLY




Down Brigade.In their opinion,
women should wear big  boots,
baggy trousers “and-
cuts.Anyons wearliig.
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_ _care regardless c)f

ncial mmnmstances, g

.~ to  privaie  hiéalth

. making  their already

wcalthy Tory directors and con-
sultants even richer..

-1t will slash unemploymem bem;-
fit and ‘family credit’ and force the
unemplc)yed to work for what pit-

tance, mem is left.It will repcal the




NEW YORK

This clever ploy has worked - and
savagely - with the brutal putting
down of the miners, the print-work-
ers and the inner-city riots as solid
proof of this fact.Then along came
the Public Order Act, another con-
venient tool to keep wus all
gagged.Since then the Tories have
been freely hacking away at
anything they deem beneficial 1o
the working class, with little oppo-
siton from the pathetic Labour
Party and all the other non-entities
in Parliament (not that we'd expect
any, they’re all part of the same rul-
ing class anyway),

So, the groundwork for a hard fu-

; a‘n-./. ] ‘_“ '. *‘ - .‘d

tare has been well prepared.The
next genmeration of ruling class
scum to be drawn from the ranks of
today’s young Tories will take
possession of the reins of power
with the path ahead effectively
clear of their class enemies....or
will it? Its stilf up to us, each and
every one of us, not just the few
solitary souls who have been fight-
ing the State all along.Our class
united would be an all powerful
and sweeping force; with one swipe
it could obliterate utterly the retro-
gressive forces of reaction - think
of the futre then A future deter-
mined by ourselves and not by a
handful of immaculaiely dressed,
money-grabbing morons, nor a
tiny, manipulative, middle class
clique of Marxist loonies; a future
in which our children could grow
and develop free from the crippling
disdain now heaped upon us be-
cause (due to no fault on our part)
we have so little.

But we’ve got to haul ourselves
completely ount of the wreiched
quagmire of apathy first.We’ve got
to wake up fully, really face reali-
ty.Fact: things are not going to im-
prove, won’t get better, if most of
us sit on our arses all day tutting
and whinging about the sorry state
of the country and the drudgexry of
our lives. Fact: the so-called radi-
cal politicians don’t care.As politi-
cians they never have and never
will, they’re far away earning their
thousands and having a good time
getting pissed, getting their ugly,
sneering mugs plastered all over
the newspapers and the TV, and
jetting off to exotic spots in the sun
to renew the fading tan in time for
the back-slapping Christmas knees-
up.No spark of hope there.We must
fight back - hard, and with un-
swerving determination - have faith
in ourselves, in our very real ability
to forge a radically new era - and
we have to act mow , whilst theres
still time.Jts insane to await the
crowning of hardliners before mak-
ing a move, by then it will be too
late, our class needs no leaders.So,
stand up and be counted. Walk 1all,
alongside those who are already
making a stand. Don’t be fright-
encd, the more who join ‘in- the
struggle the less likely that individ-
nals can be targeied by the State’s
lackeys; for us thats strength - for
them iis demoralising.

Initially, it won’{ be easy - though
no-one in their right mind has ever
said it would be, the ruking class
will throw everything they’ve got
at us.But the alternative for s is an
ever-downward spiral, towards un-
ending hopelessness and rewardless
toil - is that what yon want? Do you
want to watch your friends, lovers,
relations and children slowly decay
into mindless, empty shells? If so,
forget all you’ve read so far and
wait, it'll soon happen - just carry
on as usualRemember that the
Tory rich, the ruling class, are few
and weak; weakened by gross
privilege and centuries of being
bone idle - depending on others to
think for them, kill for them, feed
themn, c¢lean and camy them
along.When their foot-soldiers have
been dealt with they’ll be Iefi,
naked and alone, scurrying be-

hind. Then, quite simply, its in for -

the kill - and won’t they deserve ii!

MUNICH
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iTwanly years ago thiz August,
Britioh troope moved onio th
atrgats of Balfast and Derry i thal
thousanos. Not that they'd ever ke
WWortham [reland, always an Indegra,
lngrt of the Brfilsh State, but thi

Yraland "Stotelet” a2 the ageurity
Horesn and Protegianis waged &
war on the Catholle ghaitos,

hough walcumad Initlally by many
of thoen ghalte dwellara - ae a
wictory against the Protostan
wegram - mos! hnaw ithalr
rweenes wes morely to heap thi
‘Crange State', In exlstence, and e
part of Britalm.

£

There aro dorong of Hools,

view of the malnlsnd working elaas
and the role they could play.
Howsver to my knewlodge thore is
ot a single avallable work which
dooke at what happened In those
whettos under ptieck In 198872, or
gines and shows up experlences
whieh are of Inisrest (o working
clase peaple rverywheare, on
roalutance, crime and 8o on,

Derry was probably where the last 20
years of irish history stated. A city of
high unemploymant, slum housing
and although, et the time, split evenly
by religion, had a two thirds
Protestant councll, which passed on
the worst housing end jobs (or lack of
them) to the Catholics. Lilke
elsewhare in the world the late
1980's was a period of unrast, Civil
rights and protest ware spreading liko
wildfire, much of it on the back of a
newly educated section of the
working class, promised so much but
gatting nothing. In few places was
this so frustrating as for those
Catholics in M. lreland. In Denry some
Students and local working class
youth began organising against the
corrupt councll on housing -
squatting empty housing ete. through
an houszing action committee. The
group was strongly Socialist and
made great effort to Invoive
neighbouring protestants. After a
number of small stunts and invasions
of the council chambar the group
organiged with the Civil Rights
Associatlon to march in Derry on
Ociober S5th. A small committee
(mainly Eamonn Macann) printed
thousands ot leaflets on the
duplicator of Derry Canine Club and
hundreds of pesters demanding
*Class War Not Creed War.¥

On the day only 2000 turned out but
an hysterical attack by the police
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{(over 100 were hospitalisad)
provoked a riot in the Bogside. A
Small token barricade was eracted on
Rosville street - duai power in
Northern lrelang, (which has never
really gone away) had begun.

The small group of Socialists would
show thair influence again over the
next few years but as the streets
were cleared, & new traditional
leadership quickly took control. A’
Citizans' Action Commitiee (C.A.C)
was quickly set up - a collection of
right wingers - Mich Canavan a
millionaire bookmaker, Ilvan Cooper,
John Hume and othars. As McGann
said - "Middle aged, middle class and
middle of the road”. However at this
stage they had the influence and
called demonstrations of up to fifteen
thousand people against the Unionist
state, As the demand for purely "Civil
Rights' rose (as opposed to "Workers'
Power® or °Class War") the
Protestants whose marginally higher
standard of living depended on
Catholice got having civil rights, got
frightenad, angry and vengetul.

"Paoples’ Democracy”, a group of
malnly Soclafist students from Belfast
started a 'Civil Righte' march to Derry
- modalled on a march in Alabama in
1966 which had axposed racism to
such a degros es ta force reforma in
Washington.

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MARCH AT BUR

The march wie blockud contlnually
by PaleleyRan} ian Paletey had been
oiganising anti-Catholic vicience
alnce the 1950's and major reliles In
tho 1960's thol provoked tlote In
984, He st up  ths  Ulsley
Proteaian! Volunisare In 19288 and
wag jeiled after leading mob alincks
which led to further riollng and
atincke on Catholle stresle. In Spring
1988 there ware dozens of- petrel
bomb attacks on Catholle property
and iwo Cathollcs (and a Prolastant)
died In gitacks - by the Ulster
Voluntesr Foree - though Palele
digmiened Jolmt mambers with hrm
UPV Jusel bsfore a number of UVF
waora |allad, -

At Burntollet Bridge the Civil Rights
marchers were attacked with lron
Bars and Petrol Bombed on the
outskirts of Derry. A massive and
angry crowd of supporters greetod
the march Into Derry and soon rlots
brake out. The Riot moved back into
the Bogside - the Catholic Darry
ghetto, and dled out. Later that night
Police mobs rampaged through tha
stfests for an hour's worth of
smashing lights, windows, doors
ele..,

On the morning of the 5th Jan'6®
Growds gathered in the Bogside.
Vigilante squads were set up In case
of attack, barricades were erected
and Free Darry was born. The
famous "You Are Now Entering Free
Demy® mural was peinted and "Radlo
Free Dearry® bagan broadcasting a
mbaura of propaganda, rebel songs

%‘gﬁ :
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and on one occaslon the Bogsida
was treated to two hours of 'The
Incredible Stiing Band' (Maaan) and
whispered Injunctions to "love one
another and keep cool* by “a bellever
In the potentlal of revoelutionary
“underground music i?1?

The barricades had {asted five days,
when the liberals of the Cltizens
Action Comnittee, judging that the
people had reached a deadlock over
the" stats of the no-go<zone -(was it
symbolic?, was It permanernit?, Does
this mean war? étc...), descended on
the barrfcades and pmrsuaded the
vighantes to remove them.

Trouble agaln broke out In Derry and
barricades were buflt...

*Tho barricades we bulli were very
poor ansas, They were bullt of planks
&nd stonee from & bullding sie. A
echenica! digger was used 1o It
Ioads of risble, which ware dumpsd
In the middks of the rosd. The
barricedss; though nlgh had Ity
bnuo or aubmtmce, and Iy the end it
Mok on(y opre police truck to burst

through them". Bomsgetts Daviin,

Bornadetia Daviln was the youngeet
aver M.P,, 18 when alaclad she was
the only rloter avar 1o reach
Parllamant and renowned for
punching the Home Secretary efler
Blocdy Sunday.

The radicals felt It was better to
concenirata on defence than attack
and arguad not to throw stones but to
bulld up plles of ammunition for when
necessary, At first it was hard to get
people to agree with this defensive
policy. The argument was roughly
that dead policemen couldn't come
into the Bogalda anyway...

With only two streets left to barricade
the police - hundreds of them -
broke through, As they milled around,
every house turned on radiaos and
record players playing and singing
rabel songs and The internationale.
wWith the police occupying, the
Bogslders feft and concentrated on
Craggan Hill. The police ware glven
two hours or the crowd would force
their way home - the police leit with
fitteen minutes to spara.

X

That Summer gsaw the situstion In
M.lretand siip further towards civil
war, with the Orange Stete and the
Protestants on onea slde, snd tha
Catholics on the other.

August 12th saw the traditionsl
annual march of the Appréntice Boys
in Derry. Everyons knew & would be,
and it was, the showdawn. The
Bogsiders knew i there wes troubla
they would be tha sventual victims
and set 10 organizing their dafencea.
The libaral C.A.C. had virtualy
collapsad, their non-vicleénce totally
irrelavant 10 meating the needs of the
ghetto. Three waeks befors August
12th, right-wing republlcans set up
the Dearry Ciltizans Defence
Assoeiation. Along with some of the
old C.A.C. llbarals, it also Included
Sccialists ke MeCeann,

Barricadas wara arected on all

" antrances to the Bogside. The march

was stoned f{rom behind the
barricades, the R.U.C./Protastant
mobs attacked and the slege began.
The police used taar gas for the first
timea ("It's OK once you got a tatste of
it*, Bernadette Deviln) while locals
responded with thousands of petrol
bombs - having great succesa from
the top of a tower block In Rossville
Street - That weekend local dalrles
reported the loas of 43,000 milk
bottles!

Radio Free Derry returmad to iy
encouraging more and ma
resistanca, :

Three first ald stations stations wera
set up, & fire brigade organised, and
the community spontanecusly co-
cperated to do the jobs necessery.

“akilde of aeven and eight who
couldn't fight made te pobtrol bemibs,
Kida of ning srxd ton cerried thn do
thw fromi line and thw giris, Boys amy
men Fougie on the frovt line sgalnst

the pokice.” Demyadetio Devisn,

McCann stetad “The Defencs
Associatlon had no affective
axdstoncs during e fighing.. raally
there was no organization Invalved
and nong nosded. Those beartng the
brunt of the fighting wars the stons
throwers and petrol dombars of
wookernis pest and they did no need
instruiclions on what & do and woudd
not have beon amendale to A had J
beoen offersd™

"Bamiceds Bulletin® - the mouthplecs
of the Left shoutad "The enamy is
weaakaning. One last pushl!® and on
August 14th they were In . {act
retroating back into the olty. Bt with
the RUGC on the retteat the N.ireland
state had no choloe but to use the
dreadad B-Specials, basically an
armad, uniformed Protestant mob.
Thaey had rioted before sgainst
Catholics, this time the Bogsiders
bellevad there would D8 B MASIHCTE.
.But with the B-Spectals taking up
positions, British troops appaared
between them and the Bogslda.
Though many knew the real reason
why thay were there - to prevert the
hreakdown of N.ireland and tha
break up of thw UK.

Thelr appearance was 56€0N as &
victory - the RUC had baen boaten,
Bamicade Bulletin Mo 2 seld "This s a
defeat for the Uniontst Government.
But not yat & victory for us.”

EREE BELEAST.
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER’69.
The slage of the Bogside of course
didn‘t go unnoticad. Sympathetic
rioting ocourred, taking the pressure
off Derry, all aver Northern lreland.
Belfast had been little different to
Derry over that summer, simmering
discontent bresking out every now
and again into riots. Many Cathofles
had been driven out of mixed sreas,
On the night of the 13th August,
Catholics attacked a police station 1n
solidarity with Derry. The next night,
targe Protastant mobs Including
A.U.C. aad B-Specials gathered In
loyailst Shankill distriet. Catholle
erowds bullt banitades and It firgés-In
the stréols, fearlng the mob atiacks
they %new would: come irom
Shankhill. Initltally rioting staried
between the R.U.G. and the
Catholics. Then the Protestant muab
swept In burning most of the Falls
Road and half of Dover Street and
Percy Street. An MRA gun. wés
eventually fired at the mob and a
protestart kilted. The stigets claared
as gunfire. took over, and:two
Catholics were shot -dead.
Protestants with thousands of guns
shot hundreds of rounds &t random et
Cathalle houses and flats. That night
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in M.Ireland, one hundrad and flity
Catholic homes had boen burnt out
end ske people killad.

The next day blgger barricadas were
aracted, and In tha afternoon troops
toolt up positlens n the falis road. At
the same time & Protestant mob burnt
out the whole of Bembay strest In the
Catholie Clonerd district. As the army
movad into the Clonerd another
whola streat was bt o,

E RARBICADES,

With the srmy moving Into Bsifast end
Derry doting stopped and & month of
no-go-zones begen. fan Bellast in the
Falla and Ardoyne the barricades
waere strong. The army stayed out
and ihe IRA had regeined ks support
from when his withdrowe! of arms {0
Dublin and its Inablity of rasisting
mob &itachs hed left ita reputation at
rock boitom. "Psapls's Democracy”
weas running 8 radio station and a
dally paper. In the Falls a fire engine
was commandagred and raced
eround throughout the night of the
14th putiing out fires tha “regulars
would have bsan happy to laave
alona” an army officer said,

A Ceantral Citlzens Defence
Committee was sot up, bt was non-
alacted and scon foll totally under the
influence of the Cathollc church,
right-wingers and the middle class.
On 11th September the CCDC mak
Prime iMinister Callaghan In London
1o help get rid of the barricades,
against major opposition from the
tocal people. Eventually the
barricedes came down on September
i5th, after hnours of local
conirontation against the CCDC and
tha army.

The Belfast Defence Commitiea,
mada up of represematives from mosl
streets within the barricades,
organised vigilante patrols and set up
chackpoints. The streats were qulat
as few cars could move around and
groups gatherad eround flres on the
barricades.

Beck In Denry the Defence Commnilita
was added to by representatives of
Street commlittees and tenanis
groups. Although the laft radicals
organised both within and outslde of
the Defence Commitiee, there were a
number of conilicts between them.
One radical, Ssamus O'Kane said...
“The role of the Dafenice Assoclation
inroughoeut the fichting wes to racline
in their comfortable armchairs and io
waitch e fighting on T.V.°. He added
°...8 broad bassd alliance [of
ravolutionarias was formaed] fo
axamine the politics of the situaiion
and iried to Involve the mess of the
paople of Derry. This was achlaved
by kotding slraat meetings, opsning a
poster workshop and running Redio
Fraa Dorry”.

The Defence Committe demandead
that the Derry Young Soclallsts
shouldn't hotd public maetings and
thraatened them with violenes.
"Barricade Bullaiin® carrted news of
Instances of Intimidation of free
speach.

The Left producad "Barricade

Bulietin® every two deys on =
duplicator and sllk screen posters.
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Thoy hold public maetings evpry few
days on top of the Wellington Strast
bardeads, MeCenn seld that they saw
evidence that ‘revolutionary
consclousnass® was developing in
the Bogside as crowds applauded.
Soon they reallsed the crowds just
approved of thelr "violence of the
tongua®,

The Detence Commlitee met dally,
halping peapte move from the fringes
inwards, Into squats. A ‘police force’
was set up - with liitle work to do.
Punishment usuaily consisted of g
lecture on the need for solidarity.
Vigitante patrols based in three argas
were organised from halls where food
end fags were dealt out 1o voluntears.
The clggle allocation caused a short
{lved revolt/U.D.| by the Bogside
vigilantes afier they heard that the
Creggan force weroe receiving a
higher allownace. The Bogsiders
were bought off with an Increased
allccation!

The situation catmed, and after the
Belfast barricades ¢ame down, so did
Derry's to be replaged by a "white
line" - patroliing soldlers were not
armed.

About this time the IRA split Into the
Oiflcial's (containing the laft wing
Dublin teadership) and the
Provisional IRA (younger, less
*political®) over tha nead for the
armed defence of the Gathollc
communky.

For a few months barricades
remalnad down. The Two IRA's now
sarved as an invisible barricade. in
June 1970, the Provos defanded
Short Strand, a cut off ghsito, against
a mass peiral bomb and gun atack,
after the army withdrew claiming tao
few men. For the neoxt alghteen
months the country sllpped further
Into civil war, and class war slipped
furher into “creed war' - the old wer
that the UK govarnment was all to

heppy to sea,

As the army, RUGC and Protestani
mobs took increasingly paramilltary
ectlons 2gelnst the ghetios, the PIRA
davelopead a strategy that thelr
demands would only be met if they
bapan blowing the N.irsh economy 0
plecas. Bombings and shootings
increagaed through 197171. At a Pravo
vally In Darry young men quauad to
joln the 1004,

INTERNMELT.

In tha eary hours of the morning on
the Sth August'71 troops moved Into
the ghettos and began arresting
peopla - 350 by nlghi fall - Many
were beatah and tortured. Many of
the etrasted were old [RA men who
had bean nective for years.

As the swoups began, women ratiled
dustbin lids on the ground and called
oui far resistance. Riating broke out
and the barricades went up agala,
fierce gun fighting toitowed raesuliing
in twenity two deaths, The Bagside
and Cregyen were sealed off and a
region-wide rent/rates sirlke started
which soon had 26,000 particlpants.
The Stormont - the reglions
‘parllamant’ ordered rent/rates to ba
deducted from Sodial Sacurity gnict
gent commissioners Into counclis

the other revolutlonary groups




ouaickly.

‘The llnks with Protestants had long
coflapsed snd-more and more psaple
Just saw thigmselves belng attached
as Catholles, by Pratastarnits. any of
the laftists were forcad by
clreumstances Into Joining the IRA for
defence reazons.

This was the situatton In August7i -
the Laft dlsappearing but ghetto
defance perhaps strongér dus to the
guns of the IRA. However it was the
mags rosistance of people on the
streets that stopped the sweeping
arrests that the army hoped for on the
morning internment began. So many
pacple filled the streets that guns

couidn't be usad, ,

mMoGann's Lelt now quickly got
tagether and called for Mo-Go-

Zones, an ladustilal strike, rent
stikas and the resignation of all anti-
Unlonist poutlclans They firinted
thousands of “‘Hont Strike Harel®
posigrs, distributed sometimas over
anthuslastically - "/t's yp to you
Missus, which will you have in your
window, this sticker or a brick™ - 95%
weve solid from day one though.

The Provos had three HQ's, the
Officlal IRA had two, dealing with
Civll and mititary business, (and
argulng with each other). Both
patroled the area in hljacked cars -
only hire or company cars though.
According to MeCann =, the local
branch of the biggest hire ecar
company [n the World agreed to
supplu each wing of the IRA with a
free car each week In return for safe
passage for the rest of the fleel"

A free Derry Police was sat up, it
was ted by Tony O'Doherty (an
international footballer) and was
independant of both {RA's. His
popularity was sald to be the, reason
there was no petty crime for weeks.
They were also “..Obsessional about
spaead Hmits s‘nd many motorized
visitors left the the area oulraged by
an on the spot fina.” {MeCann).

As the council refused to send
warkmen into the Mo-Go-Areas local
people malntalinad thelr own areas.
Electricians living in a street would
look after the street lighting, for
instance. Creggan football pitch
became a matter for the Free Derry
Police of coursel

The Officlal IRA with their brand ot
GCommunlsm, pushed ta ¢create a
network of street commitiess. Street
meetings were held but few
committaes appearad. Mo one was
sure whether the Official IRA saw the
committaes as “Soviets® ar as Just for
rubblsh clearence ete..., which was
happening without tha commlitees
anyway.

The Provas rejactad the idea of sireat
commliteas on thia grounds that they
were an offlelal plot to initiate
‘Moscow-Style Communism®. Mo one
including the Provos themslaves took
this allegation sarlously, What they
meant was that they were not going
to suppert any project thought up by
the Officlal wing.

The same principle saw the "Officlals®
rejeci the Proves "Free Derry
Councit® - proportional
representation with political groups
offering slates of candidates, A “FRG"
did appear but very late and soon
disappeared.

Solidarity In the area daclined
partially through the way the IRA
conducsted thelr campalgns, Many felt
untiappy at the mass bombings and
civlilian deaths, hMicCann gald “in
CGatholic areas . there was a
widespread feeling of simple huran
horior®. In Dercy this fesaling was. less
as the Provo's there had been
boambing Dearry cenire to pleces
without civillan casuelties.

The Officlals’ kifing of Ranger Best (a

squaddie on leave (n his Crggggn
home) caused much tigsei. F
hundred:women marched ta
Ofiictals' HQ In protést. A8 usus

he scum-Juinped on the bandvradon,

attacking  all mlmama. The
controveiny caused tite Officialy to
giva up the gun fdrever - arguing “thit
military aciions were Jist causing . civil
war betwesn Catficlic end Protestant
workers. Thiz left tha total mantie of
rapublicantsm on the FProvos’
shoulders.

Tha No-Go-Zone lasted tl July 1972

whan in "Operation Motorman®
hundrede of soldlers with armoured
cars (and for the first time hesavy
tanis) broke through the barricados
at 4 a.m. onthe 31st. There was fitile
resistance - it was too ovanwhelming.

The Deuy Lett quickly praduced 7000
broadsheets...

‘Qur arpa wae an lngull i Twlwa
averywhwm hwa we had m

Baeif without any h«aip frame adl i‘haw
instilutions which ars supposssd to
o nnccessery and we managed vl
onoughs.. The only thing we démand
af theny or warnt from: Is.that thay.get
thae Bell out of our Grog and out of our
Nves Bo that wo can Dulld our own

future In & froe Socloiiat freland,”

Operatlon Motorman was the and of
No-Go-Zones In the UK, uniil short

tived siteations during the miners
sirlke In 1984/5 and rlois In England
In 1981 and 1985, Of courss, dual
power of a sort remains In N.ireland.
The Provo's now desal with crimia in
the ghettos. Transport - the Blaek
Taxis - are an Independent Instiution
for the ghettos. There ls loads walling
to be written on what's happenad
since 1872 In the ghettos -
democracy, c¢rime, kneecapplng and
punishment etc... And also I've
completely Ignorad the No-Go-

Zones In Protestant arees. To be.falr,
positive things have arisen here but it
was unusual and nat on a acale that
compares with Catholic ghettos.

Most will see [i{tie goed in the way
that the ghettos #re run now
comparad to the gi{forts made In
1969-72, But what can you sxpect
when these amall c¢ommunities have
fought alone for twenty years. The
alms of Sinn Feln and the tactics of
the IAA are down to the history of the
Left, Stalinlsm, steriiity, bureducraioy
and arrogance mgant there was ne
real revolutlonary giternative in
Iraland which could héve preveriad
the return Lo
Natlonafism/Rapublicenisin, The
littte polnt In laying blame for
has arlsan In the ldps of

Feln/iRA, these organlsations arg
due to circumstances withii
control. It Is more relevarnt to sé
resistance of the Cathiolic gheitos
and of most imporiante to sed ihe
need thai-class pomlus must be bullt
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Places like China are not the
only couniries where history
is rewritten. It happens
sveryday here in Britain.

"What follows is one persons

account and impressions of
the 70's, how does it maich
yours?

The maln alm of this articie s
to stimulate Intsrest and
guriosity about the recent
history of the T0's and hlstory
in genersl. The control, by the
madla, of hlstory ie crucial to
the continuad dominance of
the rullng cless - it’s very
importeni. So we should be
more Interested in the past
and how I moulds the
present, we owe i to
ourselves and to cur class.

This article is aimed at people
whao know little or nothing
about the seventies, it does
not aspire to be a detailed
account of Cconomics,
politics, the Irish war, music
or the machinations of the
ruling class in plotting an
armed coup or the downfall of
a democratically elacted
government. These  things
have been recorded far better
elsewhere. What it doss try to
do is give an idea of what it
was like and to show the main

‘imesiployment.
:

iay.

June.

‘appearance of monetarism. Monetayisay was not

themes that developad,

70'S THE POST WAR

BACKGROUND TO THE
PERIOD, 1945-70.

This period Is often referred to
as ihe post war boom., Mt
certainly was a period of long
and sustained growth in the
developed world. After the
second world war the world
and its markets were carved
up by the major powers, they
then settled down to a long
period of rebuilding and
expanding their economiss.

As usual, Imperialism in
economic and military terms
was closely associated with
this process. The second and
third worlds got the shit-end-
of-the-gtick, commodity and
crop prices stayed static or
low, whole counties were
reduced to servicing the
developed world with
materials and to providing
mass markets for western
manufactured goods. The
price was (and is) high in
human terms - diseass,
poverty, famine, war and
military rule was the result as
the major powers continued
their competition for markets
and influence throughout the

people have died
i the
ped’ world since
| in the whole of
World War Two, more than 50
million,

Here in the UK aithough the
working class in  general
enjoyed a: level of prosperity
higher than ever: 0!

was unevenly Spreac :
plenty of the working class
continued to live in: poverty. It
was nol quite the ‘you've
néver had it so good" ‘days
that it was made outiobe,

But the British economy did-
boom to such an extent that
there was a shortage of
‘abour, the trade unions
enjoyed a high degree ‘of
power and influence as part
of the deal struck with them
by the ruling class to rebuild
the British sconomy after the
war, in other words the
working class were in  a
position of advantage, and
realised it, they used it to the
full in strikes, work o rules
ete... In some factories you
literally could not  walk
through the door without
joining @& trade  union.
Unfortunately the  unions
converted this position of

It Amevica students demonsirating against the vietnam war are shot down by the national

guard.

Ft Share Index reaches it's lowest point since January 1962. Britain begins negosiations
with EEC over emtry. General election - Tories win with overall majority of 30, Ted
Heuath is the new Prime Minister... Followed by national dockers sirike.

Anthony Barber does a mini-budget resulting in cuts in public spending and dropping of

income tax and corporation iax,

@cﬁ@h@m’ Polish Workers riot after 20% jood price increase,

e “WJimi Hendrix dies in London in September and Janis Joplin ins October.
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'Generally this year sow iufiation rise sharply throughout the industrislised world, the "rising militaney of worlsers was
‘responsible” commented one economist. Labour’s economie theories of Keynes went out of favour and this yeor saw the
given & warm welcome because its stated objective was to lnicrease

ks

& & M { tri ins in Britain, g jvisi
| Eg”i ﬁ . ﬁ&nﬂﬁn“yn Post Office strike begins in Brituin. Rolls Royce Aero Engine Division collapses.




sirength  and  confidence
solely into demands for better
wages, .

Politics were kept out of the
work place - that was
what the Labour Party were
paid  (literally) to do.
Throughout this period
though, the ruling class kept
up- - a “constant - stream of
propaganda: aimed. at the
unions . and :werking: class, all
of it negative. TV serles such
as "The Rag Trads." and *On
The Buses." and films fike "I'm
All Right -Jack." with Peter
Sellers, portrayed :the working
class as. siupid  senfimental
buffoons ~@nd miltants  as
mindless trouble makers. This
together with the Labour
movements lack of politics
was to have dire results at the
end of the '70's when the
Tories cashed in on their
years of propaganda.

ltis worth remembering that
during the .boom people could
put two fingers up to the boss
one day and get another job
the next. Strikes  were
common over the slightest
thing - toa breaks, stroppy
foremen etc.. There was a
whole series of jobs in the
80s over something call
"demarcation’ - although you
never hear of it now. This was
the strict separation of jobs by
the skills involved,  This
meant, for instance, that
dabourers -could not change a
light bulb because that was

March.

April.
May.

June,
July.

August.

September.

an electricians jobl This had
many. . advantages for the
working class -and. the. unions,
it ~meant more jobs. .were

equipmem was It .

for years before It could be
used, if ever. The printers
were one of the last examples
of this era to be crushed by
Thatcher. lts worth reminding
ourseives just what a sirongly

organised  work. force .can
screw out of the bosses. The
printers  were. wttlng pam
more . that their managers,
thelr conditions ware goad,
new labour saving (.elabowr
cuttlng) technology  -was
clalayad by five. to ten yeam'

f.

ghosts was very |
untaxable; .-the .
these -casuals inclu
classwsm‘ as Dl

darkly about th o 8y
Practices” in British indust
I stifl don't know what, the fuc:k
that means, perhaps its smme
sot of Masonic cum@
Anyway the gist of my
argument is that the working
class were screwing the
bosses for evervthing thny
could get, which is just fine by
me.

But back to the 60's, the
working class made atvances
in  health care, houslng,
education and some joined
the lower ranks of middle
class. .And stil. the boom
continued.  Some  Lefties

1.5 million wotkers.on strike in Britain including shipyards and car plants. le Post
Office sitike ends. The firm Vehicle and General Insurance crashes in the City Of Lomian

along with others.

End af Ford car strike.

15,000 Vietnam veterans ‘raid’ Washington and Seven Hundred medals are ﬂm

froat of the TV carmerdas.,

Upper Clyde shipbuilders go imo liguidation,

Britain has iis highest unemploymﬁr since 1940-ar 829,181

Ted Heath's Industrial Relations Bill gets !Ilrouglt Parliament. In Northern Iret“

internment withouw! mal is immduced

4 days of riots at New York's Atticy prison ends whien the army gre-sent in. Tlmy

prisoners and nine hosiages are kilted,

In Britain there is a glil of uiemployed graduates.

. wga 18




thought this was going o go
on for ever and that the
working class was
disappearing because they
were buying thelr own houses
and even owning cars -
shock hororl The lesson to
learn here is that as long as
there is wage labour and
capital there will be a working
class - dom't expect us to roll
around in shit and wear clogs.

But as time went on deep
aconomic changes were
happening and the ruling
class were making plans.
Sections of the
underdeveloped world were
developing into industrialised
nations with money from the
Westam ruling class.
Countries like Brazll, Xorea,
Hong Kong, S.Africa, the
Philippines and India had far
cheaper labour costs and
often governments that would
brutally suppress demands for
higher pay. By the end of the
60's these countries were
producing manufactured
goods like steel and texiles
that were set to demolish
Britain's traditional dominance
in these fields. The Northern
toxtile industry crashed early
on as a result of this change
and was praciically wiped out
by the early 70's.

Of course the economies of
West Germany and Japan
were rebuilt from soratch with
new planis and new Iabour
methods. The seeds of the

1972: January.
March.

J Une,

July.

August.

70's and 80's recession in the
British manufacturing
economy can be seen in this

ariod.

them. The ruling class’s
values were being questioned
and apparently rejected by
those whose job it was to
ensure that those values were
obeyed - the middle class.

This also pissed off the ruling
class but they felt out of
control of the growing tide of
the ’permissive’ society which
seemed to go hand in hand
with the boom.

Throughout the whole of
1945-70, right wingers like
Magarét Thatcher, Norman
Tebbit, WKeith Joseph, Airey
Neave, David Stiing and
Uncle Tom Cobbley an'all sat
on the side lines watching in
horror unable to do anything.
Their experiences then are
the key to understanding their
actions now. If you listen to
Thatcher or Tebbit speak
about the 60's for instance
you cannot help but be
impressed with the venom of
their emotions.

“YHE SEVENTIES-AN
OVERVIEW,

This section is based on one
person’s views end memorles
during & conversation on &
jeng motorway journsy.

The 70's are imporiant to us
because they saw the
definitive end of the post-war
economic boom and with it
the so-called perlod of
‘consensus’ politics. The 50's
and 60's were a perlod when
both Tories and Labour
agreed on broadly ihe same
politicai programme for the
country, @e.g. Natlonalisation,
public investment, broadening
education and hesalth care,

Britisk troops kil 13 people and wound 49 in Derry on "Bloody Sunday”. Unemployment
reaches a million. The NUM calls a national strike,

British tea estates in Ceylon are nationalised. In Northern lreland the Storniont
parliament is suspended by British government, direct rele is imposed.

First ever multinational strike is called by workers in Dunlop-Pivelli plants in Byitain and

Taly.

National dock strike begins. Operation Moiorman in Northern Ireland starts to clear
nationalist No-Go areas, this requires 20,000 troops and tanks.

Naitional dock strike is called off.

Sﬂpﬁe m‘hﬁro Britain joins IMF.

_ {1972 was Britain’s worst (Bestl) year fox sixilees since 1978,
b {in protest strikes ngainst Heath’s industrind relations Bili. During the miners strile,
il occurred, Rellwaymen worked to rule. This was the year Brifain joined the EEC.
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with 16,622,000 working days lost and over 3 miliion days joat
coal reserves ran low and pewer cuts




understand  why

The 70's are important to
younger people because this
period saw a dramatic growth
in: unamployment and:an- end

of an era of full amplnymant'

and high wages. It also saw
the openly anti-working class
policies of the last - Labour
government and present Tory
government. - In . 1971
unemp!aymem had - gone. up
to. 830,000 - tha highest since

running: a ay and firms were
crashing In the city. 1972 saw
the highest nuimber of working

days lost :through . industrial
action . since ‘the general strike
of 1926.

This change was a great
shock to- :.many people
aspecially to those who had
grown up through their teams
in the 50's and 60’s. They had
been led to believe that the
post war boom would go en
forever, For many of these
people being made redundant
was: a real personal crisis,
whith Is -hard for younger
people to wunderstand. For
those who were not made
redundant, they continued in
a bubble of complacency,
effectively-igolated from those
unemployed; a division which
led to intense = conflict
betweon: generations in
working class familles, which
was - encouraged - by the
media. Parents In their 40's
and simply could not
their off-

11973:

- Music.

Fascism &
Racism,

Oil.

Watergate.
Royalty.
Finance.

Ol

(again)

spiing  were . unemployed.
They - belleved it was their
children’s fault, . an. - attitude
that - the  .gtate = has
encouraged, - ghifting.  the
blame for unﬁmploymsm Arom
Brit h

undarstandabla reactlon
the vomit-inducing glamour
rock and - the: middle-otthe-
road. pap that was . heing
dished up.

The early 70's saw the rise of
the -Trendy LeRle who. . was
into  posturing and ﬁfamyla.
feminism, Ireland, Black
Power and anything else. that
was going, The various . Jeft
paties  all grew like the
Soclallst Workers Party,. The

Mike.Qldfield and "Tubular Belis” was-a hit, *Bisexual’ rock was m with The Swéet.
Slade were big as was Gary Glitter From the States came Eagles; Steely Dan,

Stevie Wonder ete...

1 1 patral bomb atiacks on West'Idian and Asian shops in March. The Ihght-an
onday Club” of the Tory lgarty demand an end to black ;mmi ation and i

repatriation. The National

Avab il producmg staws annmmcred a 5% per mamh reduclian in productio
every imonth that Jsrael remains in Occupation of Arab Territory. In Britar
slwrfuge calm:tded with e¢anami¢: untest by the erwrs. ‘

Princqm Amw g'ql‘\ mrr, ied:’
Breakdown of talf

ek

UK éconoiny. They re
UK the 3-day workin
means a wage cut .

raise’it agam il

10%.

Eid ; ‘Hm presnde.'m ta a "dirly tricks" campaign agq his
opponents starts the long' dmwn aut process that ends up in Fresident Nixor

‘etween Flnﬂnm Minisfers of Major Western poweps, TH
variols currenicies being flodted agm‘mt the dollar-in-an "every ran for hims
Worid: mney mrkatq close at gne point until arder iy restored.

In Qcmber OPEC damdes to raise the price of m‘l by 300%. This results i m ;
cember. Chuos and currency inflatiop
week is introduced In resyame to strikesand industr

Workerg': Revolutionary P
The - Communist Party
Great Britain ad-nausea
where: are--all those "I
now? Holed up in ‘some
tocal authority job- ‘
the "upturn® and passing the
time by personal dWelopment

the Haath govemment to go
for an: election. was  the
militancy of the working class
at the time, Unilke the miners’
strike .of '84/85 there was
wide . spread . support and
backing by the rest of the
working . class, Action . was
taken by lorry drivers, railway
workers and. power-workers to
name a few. The strllm
coincided. . . with _the Arabs
cutting. drastically the supply
of ou to the west “and tma

raﬁon c;ut availabla fual ‘
British rullng class. to say

startto

p—




least, were really pissed off,
For them this was very nearly
the: last straw, many people
helipve they were on the
verge of using the army to get
thelr .own way. As we have
heard more recently In the
media, bits: and pileces of the
story have besn leaked out by
disencnanted members of MIS

That the ruling class were
rattled can be seen by the
bhehaviour of the Financial
Timies Index for the London
stock market. In January ‘74 it
stood at 500 points, by
December of that year and
wo general elections later it
had fallen to 150 points . This
makes the racent stock
market crashes look like tea
partiesl, In fact this was the
biggest drop in share prices
ever, beating that of the
depression of the 20's and
30's. This was the year when
rightwing  private  armles
were being pushad by the

B0 what we have in the first
half of the 70’8 'is working
class militancy bringing down
a government. The:election of
a2 Labour government, as
usual, tended to  pacify the
wave of militancy. But as time

nd as: conditions: in

the Labour Parly's
alectoral back yard, This
change'in the British economy
is given the quaint name of
"restructuring® by the
economists. It still continues
today and could be brisfly
described as the removal of
manifactuing  industy 10
paris of the world where
labowr ‘ls cheaper and the
introduction of new industries
like high tech enginesiing,
finance and information that

are part of the new giobal
geonomy.

Nevertheless  the  Labour
Party proveaded to ignore the
disintagrating British economy
and attempted to spend thair
way out -of a dead end
Spending was concentrated
on the weak -pound,
effectively - the  government
was subsidising the British
ruling class's: gambling -on ihe
foreign exchange markets, by
buying “back sterling at
inflated prices.. ¢

The basic Ideas ‘that the
l.abour party were using were
those of the economist
Keynes. These ware that
public spending on- things like
roads, power stations and so
on would stimulate the rest of
the economy and so fead to a
general ecenomic recovery. It
seemed to make  sense
because these were the ideas
that post-war govéemments
had found succesfull, but that
had been at a time expansion
and high demand. The
situation - in  the  eary
seventies could not have
been more different.

The manufacturing side of the
Britleh economy went into a
nose dive and was given a
hefty boot In the goolies by
the practice of assel
atripping. it worke like this..

1. Examine the value of a

i media,
‘ ® T Armed troaps and policemen at Heathrow air port. British Parliansent is recatled to discuss
1974 ° QE @muﬁW” }I;e wersening fuel crisis. NUM put in a new wage claim against the restrictions of the

eath Government. e

On 9/1{74, British government makes a proclamation of a state of emrgemy‘.‘ ‘i

UK balarece of payments is £2,500 willion in the red (at 1974 prices that was

F@hm awo Miners go on sirike. Heath calls a general election.

General election results in stalemate, without either parly having overall maja sar; |
MaECE” forms o new governtirent for Labous. '

Anne unharne \

Atternpted lcidn;p on Princess Anne by armed mar, 3 people shot, man captured, Princess
| Responsibility claimed by unhéard of Left group. A

Kenneths Littlejohn, Spedcial Branch informer, fourid shot déad. .
M &y Industrigl rélations cours seize £280,000 cash and property belanging to AUEW. :
9 S

Ulster workers go on sivike to smash the power shiiving deal and succeed.

. Red Lion Square Pelice Riot, student killed. Shipbuilding compantes owned by ihe Court
ﬂgume“ Shipping Yine nationalised. y e Lo

b




company in terms of land,
buildings, plant, stock and
subsidiary companias -
sometimes called the break
up value for reasons that will
become clear lator,

2. If this value is considerably
more than the price of all the
shares in that company
(which it can often be) mount
a take over bid. -

3. When the take over bid is
complets, break up the
company and salf it off piece
by pisce.

4. Pay off the merchant banks
and other scumbags that lent
you money in the first place
and keep what is loft as profit.

Of course  asset-siripping
usually means that entire
work forces and communities
get wiped out. It was so bad
in the early seventies that
Edward Heath, the Tory
Prime Minister, called it "the
unacceptable face of
Capltalism". Lord Hanson of
"The Hanson Trust’ laid the
foundations of his present
empire by asset stripping in
this period. The practice is
now commonplace and is one
of the markers of the change
away from the post-war
'consensus’ that the 70's
represent - in this case a
change within the ruling class.

So as the economy declined
rapid!y, sc.did the amount of

August.

October.

income from taxes and
company profits and the
Labour government quickly
became Involved in a serious
debt erisis, --having borrowed
too much to try and spend iis
way out of decline.

This also pissed off the. ruling
class. Not only had .a
vernmer ]

defeated
successful
but the L

ST
e ——— vl
i,

bankrupting the State - the
very means of control itself,
As [f this was not snough from
the ruling class’s point of
view, there was more, The
Labour government included
left-wingers like Tony Benn
end Eric Heffer who sat in the
cabinet, They were into ideas
iike nationalising the banks
and the building Industty and
controlling the movement of
money into and out of the
country, and of course higher

taxes for the rich. This was
reflected In  the:  pany
nationally and was also aimed
at pacifying a militant working
class. The Labour party also
wanted to force the capitalists
to invest in this couniry rather
than taking their profits
abroad where there was @
higher retun op  thelr
investment, something that

ad b g with with

increased reguiarity In the
60's and 70's which of course
fuelled the economic decline.

These idea were seriously on
the agenda In the Labour
party at the time. Thege
people, the Ilefties, thought
that all they had to do was
pass a few laws and the
ruling class would say "OK it's
a fair cop”, and give up all
their ill-gotten gains. Najve
fools, maybe, but dangerous
certainly.

Of course the ruling class
would not agree to these

Tony Benn (cabinet Minister) announces plans to nationalise all shipbuilding indusiry,
Chancellor Denis Healy announces new taxes that are aimed af the rich. Seveyal sites in
Scotland are nationalised for the construction of oil platforms. T ‘

One of Britain’s largest tour aperators goes bust leaving 40,000 holiday mkers“.s‘trjanded‘
abrond. UK share prices at lowest level since 1958. ‘

Two Private armies announced:

1. "Unison commitiee for action” - headed by General Walker, former 1\'iATO‘ commantler "

of Furape.

2. "GB 75" - Led by David Stirling (founder of the SAS), with the aim "o help out inthe
event of a general styike or widespread disruption”, R

AUEW vote against "The Social Contract”, at thely annual congress.

Jeremy Thorpe - leader of the Liberal Party announces that he will join a "Goveimﬁém of
National unity” if Britain is faced with-economic disaster. S

a general election,

Nurses received 58% percent pay'rise and the next day Labour announce they g(é going fm

OPEC decides to unilaterally raise the price of ail by 300%

General Election - Labour put "The Social Contract” in the Manifesto. Wilson

annources that if the Social Contract fails then price controls will be imposed: Labour :
wins a narrow overall majority in Parliament, 4 m age 22
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demands, but they would be
faced with the problem of
having to overthrow a
government. Something which
filled them with deep dread as
this would probably have
resulted in the already volatile

British working class,
suffering under inflation,
going completely ape shit.

So, by around 1975 we can
see that the British ruling
class were deeply unhappy.
In fact, we could say they
were having a screaming
head-fit. And it's precisely at
this time (74-76) that many
people belleve we came near
to an armed coup by pasts of
the ruling class.

It Is ceortaln that armed
intervention was planned, and
there was a period of intense
media activity geared towards
this end. The need for strong
government to counter the
internal  threat was touted
widely by such uniikely
figures as Hughie Green on

"Qpportunity  Knocks"  and
David Frost. | remember
sitting  absolutely  gobstruck

watching a Frost "special" on
TV where ths topic of
discussion was the coming
civil war in Britainl

Another oxample of media
and state aciivity interlocking
at this time was the
deployment of troops with
tanks assisted by the police at
Heathrow airport supposedly

depresslon,

SUCCESS.

| 1975:

page 23

because of some middle-east
terrorist threat, bui the real
purpose of the exercise was
to get the British people used
to the sight of armed troops
patrolling  the
mainiand britain.

strests  of

The ruling class did not have
to take the military option.
Instead they chose to play the
eccnomic card. They were
able to do so because of the
immensely powerful position
they occupy In the world
economy. This power s
based on their control of part
of the international finance
markets, They decided to
subdue the rogue Labour
administration by pulling the
financlal plugs out of the
economy. In effect they
accelerated the debt crisis
that the Labour govemment
had got itself into. This
resutied in the stock market
and the pound plummeting,
effactively the Britieh
government went bust This
was a much neater solution
than bullsts and forced the

Wilson government to clean
up the mess by screwing the
working class with public
spending cuts and a freeze
on wage claims. All the time
the ruling class knew if
Labour fucked up on their
task they could bring the army
in at any time and gven more
justification - you can aimost
hear the media's off-the-peg
phrases fike “national crisis®,

“the enemy within®,
"hreakdown of law and order”,
"left-wing agitators®,

werrorists’, "the survival of
democracy” etc.. The whole
process of gconomic
sabotage was neatly
engineered  through  third
parties like dealers in the
currency markets,

“The further deciine in the
value of the pound has
occusred despite the high
fevel of inlerest rales.
dealers sald that selling
pressure against the pound
was not heavy or persistent,
but there was an almost total
fack of Iinterest amongst
buyers. The drop in'the pound
Is extremely surprising in view
of the unanimous opinion of
bankers, politiciens  and
officiale that the currency is
undervaiued®, ‘
The Times 27/5/76.

The situation got worsa...
"By now the treasury has

been spending $100 millfon &
day buying back ile own

Tail riots all over Northern Ireland. British airways grounded by strike action. Scotiand
hit by @ wave of strikes, with national lorry drivers strike, Glasgow bus, railway,
cleansing, sewerage and 20,000 other workers on strike.

Siv Keith Joseph stresses the need for more birth control amongst the lower classes.

Queens speech at opening of parliament outlines Lefi-Wing programme of industrial
relations and nationalisation. This was followed by a budget that raised the top level of
income tax to 83%. Relief in rent, rate rebates and food subsidies were introduced.

On the stock exchange this year was the worst ever in its history, the index fell by 53%, worse thaa the fall in the grent

President Nixon resigns, Tamla Motown and "Philly" soul ltit the charts. "The Rocky Horror Picture _S'Imw"' was a big

This was the year of fiares and platform shoes. The Buy City Rollers were big news. Diseo
music emerged. The Bee.Gees made @ comeback and the film "Tornmy" was released.

A referendum is held by the Labour Government on whether to stay in the EEC. 67% vote
"Yes". This is the first referendun in Britain’s history. .

Thetcher is elected leader of the Tories in Februsry.

The economy is at its lowest since the 1920°s. Inflation was around 20% and pay vises of
30% ond more were the order of the day. Chancellor Healy was dishing out strotng
medicine with the Iowest rate of income tax at 35%(/). V.AT was 25%. As the Social




'ment knowing
Laltlernative. - was
L.amm.r ‘had - little
anyway “The

- tha




publicity campaign from
Saatchi & Saatchi, the Tories
swept to -power with a
promise to restore order and
make ‘Britain great again, In
doing so they stole the
ground from under the Teet of
the Fascists with their
paﬂcies Fardrom faiting in the
705, as the SWP- ciaim,
‘ T entmad govérnment.

P_arllament The aampalgn
aimed at Wilson persenally is
the most notable and of which
we still don't know the full
facts. But it almost certainly
led to his resignation In
March'76. Wilson Is on racord
at the time, complaining of
persecution by MI5 etc.. This
was ftaken lightly by his
colleagues in the Labour
party who put it down io his
personal tendency towards
paranoia which had grown
through vears of back-
stabbing in the party and in
government,

it is almost cortain Wilson was
being blackmalied, amongst
ofher things, by ihe secwity

March.
April.
May.

| 1977: January.
February.

private home, the homs of his
lawyer and a  personal
documerit  store were burgled
six times shortly before his
resignation with various
papers being removed,

The two people who have the
most to.agein by covering up
the  security - forces activities
during this-period are: Wilson's
successor (and perhaps MIB
candidate) James Callaghan,
and his:iieventual - successor
(and certainly MIS candidatel)
Margaret - Thatcher. -Only - this
way of . looking - at things
makas any sense of the Tory
government's  recent and
embarrassing ttempm to

and ex~mambers of ths
socurty ... forces  and... ¢ivil
services (Clive Ponting, Cathy
Massiter, Peter Wright ete...)

been based. As we now kn
this qnqulry did . not
mention the fact that Wi

What Thatcher is doing is 2-
fold. First she is tying to
scare the shit out of those
who are, -or -have been, in the
security forces In order o
stop them . spilling .the beans
about the dirty trick campaign
in the 70's against the last
Labour government. - Secondly
and more: worryingly she has
served nofice on the security
forces that the old ways wil
not be tolerated, that discreet
leaks and -memoirs are out.
Why should they require a
tighter security force? The
answer must be that they are
doing, and ‘expect to do,
_ things that some ‘people in
The NEIR rejects continuation of £6.1imit and social contract. Law courts. rule against the
clased. #Imp system operated by the frade. unions.

% the first time the Pound goes below $2. Harold Wilson resigns as PM, publicly cursing

James Callaghan becoses Brime Minister: Brian O°'Mally - Minister of state for the DHSS
dle ng an operation and. Labour’s overall Majority. Peter Hain of the Young
Laberals is cleared rankrobbery ¢iaarg¢. 3%(!) pay limit imposed by Chancellor Healy
is réjecled by TGWLL 0. :
The Government and the TUC agreeon Hew wage policy of 4.5% with a mindnurs rise of
£2:.80 o week and @ nmimum of £4.Jeremy Thorpe, leader of the Liberal Party, resigns
aﬂer 1 long medic campaign dg: hivyover a plot to murder his gay lover. By mid-
sumiimer the Goverrment baasmt thatihe rmmber of strikes was the lowest since 1953.

The UK is granted a loan of $3.9 milliou by the IMF, the biggest single loan ever given in
its:Ristory. It came. with. strict o s for the Government to obey. Gary Gilimore is
execnted by firing squad.in, U.SA_&)' own request, the first execution in ten years.

Qmm Elizabeth s silwar Jubzlae "Raa:s" breaks all records in TV history in the USA as
B0rlidon people walchthis story of slavery and the USA. David Owen is choser: as
foreigm secretary for Labour.




MI5 are golng to find it hard to in. the midn“m's when ihe
accopt. : :
with Labour

B Fasciem | the . Fasclels
#ny acédﬁihf of this perioy ‘

cannot ignore the rapid rise of
Fascism. As unemployment

; mamhm _
Powell ¢ dama ¢

mwlwa in
Ll ‘ ‘gg?;: peopm 1o come
from the Caribbean, Asla and
Ireland during the 50’s.

The National ant grew,
-polling _hundreds and
sometimes. thousands of
votes in local and national
elections, .

i As- the economic situation
worseniad in the 70's Fascists
and the fairﬂight prospered.
Upper class =, -Fascists
prepared. plans for.  secret
armies.  As usual,  when | i _ @d.
Capitalism ‘is in trouble the _ ar. : s ¥ _ the regl

dogs of the far-Right are combat the g g as - that the
brought out of the kennel menace and Ieaderahip of the BWP felt
Racist aitacks grew with ‘ that -they wers losing control
many people dying in fire- at the same This. fr which: was far mow ‘important
homb attacks and stabbings, was called ‘ " th tad
many of ihese attacks were leagus and

denied as racist by the police spawned :

and were not reported by the Raclsm",

media at all.

EWE A year old sirike by Asian Women at Grunwicks film labs in Lmzdcm Jor Umon o
y recagnition-hifs dli ss pzchzt of 11,00 4,000 patt e T

- Iiie IMF ans 1 éb??cwm‘I‘lté-‘wrm??!{d
Aﬂg‘us& billion. The Queen visits Nov: land ; ofests. The s
thfqugh Lewisham iy London, '

Sﬂ@t@ mh@ﬁue The TUC agrees mal they w:ll“h“#mt pay claims ta Once a year.

30,080 firemen go on Strike fom 30% rise. Rioting breaks out in Taiwarﬁ
N@V@ mgj@ﬁo" rigging by the ruling KMT party.

8, African police announce thal "nobody” was to blae Jor the death of S
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ m&ﬁ@ﬁ” ¢ Dritishiroops sent in to Bermuda after two black activists ave hung for ni

QPEC defers oil price vises.




resistance to Fasclsm, this
group became “Red Action®
which still exists today.

Fascism Is still alive and well
in Britain, the Tores have
absorbed much of its higher
membership and policles. The
white working class Is till
crippled by the racist attitudes
fostered by the middle and
upper classes, Racist abuse
and attacks continue on: both
a casual and more organised
way. The links with European
Fascist = ‘movements ~ are
producing . mare
'sophisticated’ ideas and
strategies, for instance we are
coming - across ~ Fascists who
think that the stiuggle of the
Irish against British
occupation in Northern
Ireland is right and that the
IRA are freedom -fighters,
others are trying to .make links
with. Waelsh Nationalists. We
even find Fascists saying they
would like to recrult from the
environmental and .animal
rights = movements. ' While
these new developments do
not apply to ali Fascisis they
show that they have not been
letting the grass grow under
theii fest since their supposed
‘dofeat’ at the hand of the
sSWp,

The reluctance of the British
media to expose this state of
affalrs can be seen by recent
aitempts by Labour MPs io
have an enquiry into the coup
allegations of the 70's - they

Minister Jim Callaghan argued for pay

practically have to force feed
journalists detalls 10 get the
slighteset peep out ‘of the
media. The mass medla in
Britain must be one of the
most tightly seif controlled
operations  outside  South
Africa. ‘It does. not matter if a
fow  Lefties -of inteligctuals

know all. about the ins and out
of the dirty tricks campaign
against the last  Labour
government. or the links
between Fasoists and the
secwrity forces. As long the
mass media does not ruin R,
the ruling class are home and
dry, its even useful for them
10 let the Lefties let off steam
in obscure publications that
nobody reads. Even “"Private
Eye", whichr-has run -articles
on this subject and about the
shoot to Kill policy in Northem
ireland falls Into the ’obscure’
category &s its readership is
mastly coriposed of “middle
class cynics. No wonder the

"This was the year that votes at local and: p@x;linmeﬂtw by-elections started to swing to the To
seat in o mining aren to the Tories with 2 20% swing and they also lost their sent at Stechford i
gwing. The writing was well and truly on the wall for the next election. ‘ ;

media Industry Is regarded as
the ‘'Fourth Estate® of
Capitalism,

TRELA

The decade saw Britaln up to
It neck iIn dirty iricks and
double dealings Iry Northern
Ireland. Years of ‘experience
in' putting down ‘rabeliion In
orm onies were gdapted
in Ireland apd new
as were developed.
tude in the Left by
_ reland s a tralning
ground for what ls going to
happeri in malniand Britain, it
is nevertheless trus.

The early seventies saw the
Tory government having face
to face talks with the
Provisional [RA, with" people
like Gerry Adams and William
Whitelaw sitting at the same
table. They were playing for
time, their problem was to get
rid of the Catholic no-go
areas that had been operating
since 1969 as practically self
governing areas. They used
21,000 troops together with
tanks to smash their way into
the No-Go areas.

The  discredited  Stormont
parliament with its buit in
Unionist majority was
dissolvéd and direct rule was
imposed form Westminster. A
new form of government
called “power sharing® was
invented = where  Catholic
politiiane weré guaranteed

By the end of 1977 the economy had surned ronnd, the pound was up und strong, currenc mséw%wuﬁf#ﬁ;@m'ord‘ high
and interest rates bad dropped to 7.8%. ‘The Year kad seen the most severe drop in spending power since the war - with an
8% drop in disposable Income. S

The mainspring of the economic recovery was the Notth Sea oil induslcy as it came fully on stream | 1 iid 1977, Thé Prime
straint and thireatened to resign otherwise. The public sector workers y
hardest by this. Labour anticipated a rough winter - the “Wiiter Of Discontent” as it was dubbed. o

This was the year of Punk, the Sex Pistols reached the tqp 20. Amongst the newcomers were Blondiz, The Jam and The
Ramones. The Abbn continued 10 be dominant with theii kind of Eura-pop, closely jollowed by the likés of Boney' M. A
popular story was that the Abba tunes and lyrics were writtén by a computer in. West Germany. The absorption of Punk into
mainstrearn culture happened immediaiely. e o

3 Eight week long firemens’ strike ends after army were used. Trie NF chairman is acquitied
19 73 o Eanﬁgan"y* by Old Bailey.jurige MeKiitnon of inaig;::;iij‘rqqij(ni hatred, The Judge in his summing up

remarked that the words coon, nigger anll pakd were not racist or offen

The Liberal Party decides to set upthe "Lib-Lab" pact to enable the Liberals to enter
coalition Governwient with the Labour Paity,

Thatcher says that the Tories intend to end immigraiion to mdiniain "British Culture”.

- page 27




cabinet piaces, it was called
the MNorthern ireland
Assembly and was aimed &t
removing support for the IRA
and modernising the pre-
historic  aititudes of  the
Unionist MPs. This happened
under a Tory government and
seemed a very smari plan.
The Labour government of
Wiigon inherited the ‘smart
plar’, but found it faling apart
at the seams because the
Protestants would just not
accept it. The UDA had other
ideas too, they organised a
stiike against power-sharing
that 1ioppled the Assambly.
The Labour  government
ordered the Army to break the
strike by taking over essential
services like sewerage and
power siations. The army did
not move. Worse was 1o
come, at the end of that vear
(1974) another ftruce was
agreed with the IRA that
lasted on and off 'fill July the
following year. Throughout
this period the British army
largely ignored ths truce. In
fact, the army Officer Corps
were in open mutiny against
the elected govemmeni it's as
simple as that { a squaddy
had done what they did he
would have been courd
marshalled. The reasons for
this are that after the ¥aii of
the Heath government and
the civil unrest that precesded
it, the ruling ciess was
extremely distustiul of the
Wilson govermnment and the
posturing of the Labour Lef,

So when it came o crushing a

February.

March.
April.

June,

August.

.....

\i i
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sirike by Unionists (traditional
supporters of the Ruling
class) against a  Labour
government it was just not on.

The rmuting in  Northemn
Ireland coincided with the
period that the army, or paris
of it, were prepaiing for a
coup on the mainjand., i was
also around this fime tnat
thera was an intense meda
campaign on the mainiand
about the imminent
breakdown of law and order
and the drift towards civil war

and ‘anarchy’. It must have
besn a sobering experience
for the Labour politiclans to
see just how Gitle influence or
power they were allowsd {0
have when it came to the
crunch.

7 SUMMARY. 1

The 70's should be seon as &
pivoial tlme in recent British
history. In many ways the
present is a continuation of
that perlod, The restructuring
of the ecenecmy continues and
the onslaught on the working

Michael Edwards is appointed boss of British Leyland motor company and gains Union
support to axe 12,500 jobs. NUM accepts 10% pay deal.

Mohammed Ali loses world title 10 Jo Spinks. Inflation falls to single figures for the first

tirme since 1973.

Commions sub-commiltee urges the Government 1o impose strict iimmigration conirols

especially from the Indian sub-contineri.

“Column 88", a Fascist group, claiins responsibility for bowth whick explodes at London
headguarters of the Communist Party. Stock exchange fulls heavily after doiibts abous

Labour’s budget.

Liberals announce that Lz‘b-Laggact will end with current session of Parliament,

Moderates gain conivol of AU.

in a secret ballol, an inngvation af the time, Previously

vates were cast al branch meetings, this favavred the Lef.

The GLC (Greater London Council, abolished by Tories) announces that blocks of flats
have been earmarked for Bengali immigrants to protect them from vacial atteeky,
Amnesty lnternational accuses RUC in Northern frelarid of torture. British Police get 45%
pay vise. Slage 4 of Labour's prices and incomes policy is annovnced and a 5% limit on

pay rises is imposed,

Wage rises are running at 16% while prices rise by 7.4% - the working class are trying to
claw back the drap in their wages over the last few years.
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class is intensitying as they
are made to pay, the prlce of
Gapﬂahsm s problams.

The ruling class objective Is a
Right-wing sociely with lower
wages and a working class
crushed  into submrsslan.
Tlmy cannot turn back, the
siakes are too higﬁx it
ing higher than in the
70's because the mioney is
riot available ‘as it was in the
50's and 80's o buy off the
working class. The presen
gavernment' ‘policies - are. a
continuation. . of those : of the
Heath, Wiison and Callaghan

govarnments' They  must
suppress ‘the working class
evan further to succead.

Some of the. 'iiberal’ ruling
clags are choking on this diet
of neat 'Class War and are
gaﬂlng scared as they sse the
scale of the project that the
Hight wing are involved In,
Prince Charles, Ted Heath,
The Church Of England and
old style "one-nation" Tories
are getting cold feet. A dobate
is staiting in the 'professional’
classes about the future of
democracy, the need for a
wrilten constitution and a bifl
of rights for the citizens, The
middle class are only starting
to agitate because the Right
wing are treading on their
toes and privileges. The
workers, media creeps,
teachers, doctors, lecturers,
social workere, Civil servants
etc. ofc. do not like the way

things are going and can see
things getting. ’unpleasant’.
Britaln as the Chile of
Europe? lts not far fetched.

it's possible to see the fulure
oullire of some ’liberal
coalition in this couritry In the
way the debate about rights
and demmracy are gqiﬁ; .

sly the - L F

Our ‘destination seems to be'a
dog-eat-dog parody of the
USA where working class
identty and values are
blitzkrieged out of existence.
Obviously organised contral
of the media is crucial here
hence the organised screams
of the journalists and the BBC
etc. who after cooperating
over the miners’ strike and
Northern Ireland are bsing
rewarded by having their
noses rubbed in the shit.

The distwrbing thing about
this situation is that the ruling
class have gone from Just

responding % working class
resistance and are now taking
the initiative, planning ahead
often in terms of years (the
Ridiey plan for instarice,
developed in the 70’s to crush
the. miners’ in the 80's). Social
engineering Is as essential
part of this, th couraging

of ‘ :
'share  owning democracy
with  ’peoples  Caplialism’,
increased hHome ownership,
easy cvadit, promotion of
simple - Authoritarian  values
and morals through increased
controf of the churech and.
aducation, neighbourhood
watch, the whipging up of
Nationallsm and the constant
need for an enemy to unite
the country behind them,
whether ite Argentina or the
NUM. The Think-Tanks have
been doing thelr homework
well and have a betler
understanding of the working
class than most Leftios,

The pféparations for armed

S@@@@Hﬂb@r@ TUC rejects a 5% pay limit under pressure from the shop floor.

Government sticks to 5% pay limiy despite the fact that the Laboiy caﬂference rejects it by
@Qt@h%ﬁ% 210 1 (Now ihat’s the way to run o political organisation!)

Massive riols at Gartree prison, Prison governors write a joint letter to the Hoe Secretary
warning of a total breakdown of the prison system. Hospital engingers’ stri after 5
weeks. .

easures fo suppmt the
will be adkered la

g
!f
;
j
B

Dollar shoots up again afier Prasident Carter announces stron,
N@V@Hﬁb@ﬁ% dollar. Piivne llgng:zr "Callaghan anhounces that'the 5% pay lig m

despiite sirong opposition.

The Times newspaper closes down after the managerent fail io: raar:la agreemm with the
59¢!) uniois involved Morigages rise by 2% ds-interest rates goup. TUC refises to ratify o
deal on prives and pay that Union leaders and Ministers had agreed 5 weeks previously.
Chancellor Healy ainoititces possible sanctions againsi the Fard mntor conpany for
exceeding the 5% pay lipnit.

@‘@ @emh@ga The Netlonal Union of Journalists calls first nationwide provinciﬁ!? p&per sirike it history.
. L

Jeremy Thorpe, ex-leadgr of the Liberal Party committed for trial for conspirdcy to murder
Noriman Scott with 3 other men.

OPEC raise the price of oil by 14.5%. Technicians at the BBC go on strike and close dowrn
all transmissions.
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intervention have continued
with joint police and army
tralning, the arming of the
police and the formation of a
national police force - the
third force, somewhare
between the bobby on the
beat and the soldier, is now
an accomplished fact
whatever the home office
says. Training pxercises
continue  with ow  Nato
partners where a civil war in
this country is the subject of
the exercises. The use of
soldiers in police uniform
during the miners’ strike and
the rumoured involvement of
military intelligence to work
with the Special Branch and
Mi5 also indicate the direction
things are going in.

So, things look bad. But we
should be prepared to look
straight at our enemies and
asses therm, dreaming will get
us nowhere. The Left In
Britain do not look up to much
when compared to the ruling
class. The SWP cuddling up
to the Labour Pary, the
Labour Party cuddling up to
Capitalism, the Communist
Party of ‘"Marism Today"
saying the working class does
not exist (so what are the
ruling class worried about?),
Militant - the tape worm
tendency stll burowing into
the rotten carcass of the
Labour Party, the RCP the
most serious of the Left and
most  theoretically  shoddy
continue to 'love bomb' their

[1979: January.
February.
March.

May.

way through the higher
aducational establishments of
Britain and of course the
Anarchists who with a fow
honourable  exceptions are
still coming to terms with the

idea of class!
“ 4 A--;. %‘.*‘-t Gy ke

“ i

Looking on the bright side, for
a change, we should note that
under the glossy veneer of
ruling class propaganda they
are not having things all their
own way. The majority of the
working class are locked out
of the Toy's economic
miracle, regional and national

tensions are bullding up and
breaking out within the UK
the working class has now a
greater contempt for law and
order’ than at any lime since
the Second World War. The
miners’ and printers’ strikes
showed the working class
recognising the need to
organise away from the
Labour Party and coming to
terms with the role of
violence, they also saw the
beginnings of building up
independent lines of
communication  within  the
working class.

As interest rates stay high to
please the finance sector and
inflation rises the working
class are being clobbered
financially leading to a
resurgence of stroppiness in
the work place. The Poll Tax
is going to shake a lot of
people. Sections of the ruling
class are moving to cirificise
and oppose the present ruling
clique fearing that it is unwise
to push the working class to
far. They know better than
anyone that revolution can
break out just when it is least

expected, we should
remember that too.
JOHN CASEY

The Shah of Iran has o leave his own country as revolution breaks oul,

Uk lorry drivers go on strike, over 100,000 people are on strike and indusiry is paralysed.

Ayathola Khomeini returns to fran, the good times are over.

Referendums on devolution called in Wales and Scotland, neither gains a decisive
majority. Thus ends a brilliant Labour campaign to destroy the Nationalist challenge to it
in its heartlands. They succeeded in wrong-footing the Nationalists and driving them into
the political waste land, from where they are only now recovering,

Labour loses a vote of confidence by 311 to 310. A general election is called.

Airey Neave, the Tory shadow minister for Northern Ireland is killed by the INLA when o
bomb fixed to his car explodes as it leaves the commons car park. He was about o take

over coordination of all the intelligence forces.

The Tories win the General election.

Preduced by LONDON CLASS WAR. The HEAVY STUFF is the theoretical magazine of the CLASS WAR FEDERATION.
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